














Palm Beach Habilitation Center, Inc. 
Florida Job Growth Grant Fund 

Manufacturing Application Addendum 
 
1B. The proposed workplace-based manufacturing training will enhance Palm Beach State College’s 
Manufacturing education, specifically PBSC’s Post-Secondary Adult Vocational trade programs.  The work-
place based experience will enhance PBSC’s ability to meet the area’s need for highly trained, technically 
competent and skilled manufacturing workers.  

The new manufacturing collaboration between the Palm Beach Habilitation Center and PBSC has been 
approved by PBSC administration and the Business Partnership Advisory Council.  The PBSC student’s 
participation will be offered through the standardized, rigorous curriculum approval process established by 
the College for all new programs and meets all Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) standards, 
benchmarks and learning outcomes set forth in the academic frameworks. Prior to approval, all programs of 
study, including those proposed herein, must align with institutional priorities and address the Business 
Partnership Advisory Council’s industry needs.   

1C. The Palm Beach Habilitation Center’s service area (Palm Beach County) has a large and diverse 
manufacturing sector, ranging from aviation/aerospace to CNC machining, and marine.   The Florida 
Department of Economic Opportunity (2016) reports that there are more than 8,500 manufacturing 
employers in the Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade MSA. The total payroll of the state’s manufacturing 
industry is more than $19.5 billion.  

The grant award will enable the expansion of a facility the currently serves 100 clients who have a variety of 
disabilities to perform work in a manufacturing setting.  We anticipate that a grant award will facilitate an 
increase of 25 additional clients who will have paid opportunities to perform productive work.   

Additionally, our partnership with Palm Beach State College will result in an opportunity for approximately 
25 PBSC students from the PSAV trade programs, the Supply Chain Management Associate of Science and 
Bachelor of Applied Science Supervisory and Management programs to observe and learn about 
manufacturing and logistics in a live setting.  

1E. The manufacturing space sought under this proposal will serve existing clients currently working to 
support a large number of businesses in manufacturing and packing services.  Additionally, the new space 
will expand the capacity to attract new businesses as well as facilitate field work experience opportunities 
for approximately 25 Palm Beach State College students.  As our field work experience partnership grows, 
we envision becoming an extension of the college learning lab for manufacturing by having a live, operating 
manufacturing environment that provides outstanding teaching and learning opportunities.   

The criteria to create workforce programs at PBSC is a formalized process. The development of programs 
engages administration, faculty, Business Partnership Advisory Council guidance, Institutional Review and 
Evaluation, FLDOE curriculum requirements and external community partners including CareerSource of 
Palm Beach County and the Business Development Board of Palm Beach County.  The data-driven process to 
develop workforce programs utilizes labor market information and industry profiles.  All workforce programs 
are required to align with nationally recognized industry standards and certifications.       





 

 

 

To whom it may concern: 

I am writing a letter of support for our manufacturing partner the Palm Beach Habilitation Center for its 
application to the Enterprise Florida, Job Growth Grant Funding.  

SLURPITS® are biofilters that absorb and digest petrochemicals, pesticides and other toxins in our 
waterways. These products are used in the marine and automotive businesses, both of which are 
targeted industries for the State of Florida in this grant round. 

We had been encouraged to manufacture overseas, however the PBHC had designated a space in their 
facility with the proper environment for our needs. They have also worked with us as we prototyped 
new products like our Bilge SLURPIT® that was introduced recently at the Fort Lauderdale International 
Boat Show, one of the important drivers of the Florida economy.   

We believe in the mission of the Enterprise Florida and have participated in its forums and lobbied our 
lawmakers to continue funding of this vital program.  I am encouraged that you may be working with the 
Palm Beach Habilitation Center that has a wide spectrum of client services including providing 
meaningful manufacturing jobs for Floridians with disabilities.   

I am available anytime to discuss this application and enthusiastically support this proposal.  You can 
reach me by email Tbastian@slurpits.com or my direct line 978 557 0137. 

Thank You, 

 Terry Bastian    CEO SLURPITS.com   3/5/18 
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