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City of DeFuniak Springs 

 
 

2023-2024 Florida Job Growth Grant Fund 
Public Infrastructure Grant Proposal 

 
Government Entity:    City of DeFuniak Springs (DFS) 
Location:     DeFuniak Springs Airport (54J) 
Project:              Aerospace Technology and Advanced 
   Manufacturing Revitalization Project 
Total Grant Requested:   $1,801,550 
Total Phase I-III Infrastructure Costs: $24,341,643 
Contact:     Jennifer J. Green, CAE, DPL  

(On behalf of the city of     
 DeFuniak Springs per Council direction) 

      President, Liberty Partners of Tallahassee, LLC 
      (850) 528-8809; (850) 910-2678 
      office@libertypartnersfl.com  
 
Summary Request 
 
Through funds from the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund, state appropriations and Federal funding 
sources, the City of DeFuniak Springs will construct three new hangars (Hangars 18-20) and associated 
taxiways and access roads at the City’s publicly owned airport. This project will support the 
establishment of multiple Targeted-Industry employers with a promise to provide high-skill, high-wage 
jobs within Florida’s North Central Rural Area of Opportunity (RAO). 
 
As a result of a multi-year redevelopment, DeFuniak Springs Airport has been shortlisted by multiple 
RPAS (Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems) and AAM (Advanced Air Mobility) Original Equipment 
Manufacturers, along with Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) companies who will create jobs 
within multiple Targeted Industries including Information Technology, Aviation and Aerospace, and 
Advanced Manufacturing. Based on growth trends, the Florida Department of Transportation has 
indicated that Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) will be incorporated into the Statewide Transportation 
Plan within the next five years, indicating the critical nature of investing in infrastructure within this 
industry.  
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Although the airport’s geographic location, runway length, and available real estate are conducive to 
these developments and viewed favorably by companies who hope to relocate to this site, the Airport 
requires additional city-owned hangar space that will allow these companies to flourish, establishing 
their operations through long-term, fair market value leases. Distinct from this infrastructure request, 
the project also includes a significant workforce development and educational component that 
provides workforce skills and credentials applicable on an industry-wide scale.  
 
Site Overview and Capital Improvement Plan 
 
The DeFuniak Springs Airport is a city owned and operated, general aviation, public use airport located 
in a Rural Area of Opportunity at the junction of Interstate 10, U.S. Highway 90, U.S. Highway 331, and 
the Florida, Gulf, and Atlantic Mainline (Formerly CSX Railway). Triggered by the departure of the City’s 
two major employers over the past decade, DeFuniak Springs chose to invest in Walton County’s sole 
airport because of its Northwest Florida centrality, intermodal assets, and potential to support future 
business and workforce development institutions.  
 
One of the key competitive advantages of this facility lies in the fact that it is close to other airports, 
yet provides comparatively greater runway accessibility and maintains real estate sufficient for cost-
effective growth.    
 
Nearby commercial airports include Panama City Airport (ECP), Destin-Fort Walton Airport (VPS), and 
Pensacola International Airport (PNS). DeFuniak Springs is highly desirable to aviation and aerospace 
companies who wish to serve these larger facilities and capitalize on the Panhandle’s growing 
aerospace industry, yet also require room for growth and frequent runway access unhindered by 
commercial aviation traffic. This is one of the site’s greatest competitive advantages.  
 
Project Description 
 
This is one of the final phases of project with a price tag of over $30 million, and has fostered incredibly 
positive public feedback. The Phase I construction of a new terminal facility will conclude in 2023, and 
the completed Phase II lengthening (5,000’) and widening of runway 9-27 will occur in 2024.   
 
This request represents the third and final phase, constructing Hangars 18-20 with an access road and 
taxiway connector to the runway 9-27 expansion. This new 800-foot parallel taxiway will ensure the 
capacity building benefits of the 9-27 expansion are realized and safely support a projected 35 percent 
increase in 54J’s air traffic.  Adjoining the parallel taxiway, the access road development will connect to 
three new hangars, which include two 6,400 sq ft and one 10,000 sq ft structure, to accommodate 
OEM, MRO, and Information Technology industries in the available area Southeast of runway 9-27.  
Costs funded by this request will include engineering, construction, permitting, utility installation, 
lighting, drainage, signage, fencing, and markings.  Following an award and agreement, this project is 
set to begin immediately and will require one year to complete.  
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Economic Recovery, Diversification, and Enhancement 
 
Location is fundamental to DeFuniak Springs Airport’s CIP because modern aviation businesses 
recognize the unduplicated benefits of a regionally central, multimodal airport with optimal air space.  
The Phase III companies with earnest intentions toward this facility include a prominent blue UAS 
MRO, an established fixed wing VTOL and BVLOS UAS manufacturer, a remotely piloted eVTOL 
manufacturer, a single piloted eVTOL manufacturer, and a leading aviation communications 
infrastructure provider.   
 
Phase III construction will occur on publicly owned property, and no infrastructure developments will 
be designed or assigned for the exclusive benefit of any single company, corporation, or business 
entity.  Rather, the infrastructure developments outlined in this proposal are elements of a city 
approved Airport 54J CIP that also aligns with: (1) the DeFuniak Springs 2025 Comprehensive Plan goal 
to “provide a safe, cost-effective multimodal transportation system;” (2) the DeFuniak Springs 
Community Redevelopment Plan vision to establish a “thriving year-round economy;” and (3) the 
Walton County Redevelopment Plan objective to expand 54J’s services “as an available asset to 
aviation and aerospace-dependent industries.”  
 
Phase III is a response to actionable insights aligned with the City’s broader economic goals, and the 
construction of Hangars 18-20 and a taxiway/access road connector will position DeFuniak Springs to 
offer market value leases and secure major 54J employers, initially creating a minimum of 200 net new 
high-wage jobs within the project timeframe.  Hanger construction is proposed for completion in late 
2024, with a job ramp-up commencing immediately thereafter. 
 
Jobs will be created due to the relocation of at least four new small to medium-sized companies onsite, 
all operating in Qualified Targeted Industries identified by Florida Commerce. These companies include 
a drone manufacturing operation, air traffic telecommunications provider, maintenance, repair, and 
overhaul facility (MRO), and aviation component manufacturing company. Although the minimum 
number of jobs created by these facilities are included in the table below, this project is likely to result 
in far greater impacts in the coming decade.  
 

Targeted Industry Jobs Created in First Year Total Jobs, Years 1-10 
Advanced Manufacturing and 
Transportation (NACIS Sectors 31-
33, 336412, 336413 as examples) 

10 60 

Aviation and Aerospace (NAICS 
488190) 

15 45 

Information Technology (NAICS 51, 
517,518 and 541) 

5 55 

Corporate Headquarters (NAICS 
Sector 55) 

18 40 (+ 300 Remote Positions) 

Totals:  200 (Local) 500 (Total) 
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Project (Phase III) Budget 
 
Phase I and II construction of Airport 54J’s CIP are underway, and, with last dollar funding support, the 
synchronous buildout of the Phase III taxiway/access road and commercial hangar (Hangers 18-20) 
development can commence and complete in 2024.  The City of DeFuniak Springs has secured 
$1,000,000 in state appropriation funding for Phase III construction costs and requests $1,801,550 in 
Public Infrastructure Grant Funds from the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund to enable this job growth 
development project.   
 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COSTS 
 

Airport 54J Phase III Infrastructure Improvements Cost Breakdown 
Taxiway/Access Road Development $1,945,000 
Hangar 18-20 Construction $2,325,000 
Construction Management, Engineering, and Contingency $1,131,550 
Total Estimated Construction Cost $5,401,550 

 
ANTICIPATED FUNDING PLAN 

 
Phase III Cost Estimate State Appropriation and other 

Infrastructure Funding Sources 
Public Infrastructure Grant 
Request 

$5,401,550 $3,600,000 $1,801,550 
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1. Program Requirements 

A. Provide a detailed description of the public infrastructure improvements. 

This project includes the construction of three new hangars (6,400, 6,400, and 10,000 square 
feet), along with a taxiway, access road, and associated utilities. This project will enable 
commercial developments within Targeted Industries including Aviation and Aerospace, 
Advanced Manufacturing, and Information Technology. See the attached narrative for specific 
information. 

B.  Provide Location of the public infrastructure, including physical address and county of 
project. 

DeFuniak Springs Airport (54J), 1931 U.S. Highway 90 West, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433 (Walton 
County) 

C. Is this infrastructure currently owned by the public?    Yes 

D. Provide current property owner. 

City of DeFuniak Springs 

E. Is this infrastructure predominantly for public use or does it predominantly benefit the 
public?  Yes 

F. Will the public infrastructure improvements be for the exclusive benefit of any single 
company, corporation, or business entity?      No 

G.  Provide a detailed description of, and quantitative evidence demonstrating, how the 
proposed public infrastructure project will promote: 

*  Economic development in specific regions of the state 

*  Economic diversification; or 

*  Economic enhancement of a targeted industry. 

(1) Describe how the project will promote specific job growth.  Include the number of 
jobs that will be retained or created, and in which industry(ies) the net new jobs will be 
created using the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes.  Where 
applicable, you may list specific businesses that will retain or create jobs or make capital 
investments. 

The project will create a minimum of 200 direct jobs within the Advanced 
Manufacturing, Aviation and Aerospace, Information Technology, and Corporate 
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Headquarters industries, with a total of 500 direct jobs when remote personnel are 
included. See chart below for additional information.  

Targeted Industry Jobs Created in First Year Total Jobs, Years 1-10 
Advanced Manufacturing and 
Transportation (NACIS Sectors 31-
33, 336412, 336413 as examples) 

10 60 

Aviation and Aerospace (NAICS 
488190) 

15 45 

Information Technology (NAICS 
51, 517,518 and 541) 

5 55 

Corporate Headquarters (NAICS 
Sector 55) 

18 40 (+ 300 Remote 
Positions) 

Totals:  200 (Local) 500 (Total) 
 

 

(2) Proved a detailed explanation of how the public infrastructure improvements will 
connect to a broader economic development vision for the community and benefit 
additional current or future businesses. 

See attached narrative. 

2. Additional Information 

A. Provide the proposed commencement date and number of days required to complete 
construction of the public infrastructure project. 

If awarded, construction drawings will be advertised, reviewed, and approved at a publicly 
noticed City Council meeting, totaling approximately 90 days.  After awarding, the City will issue 
a notice to proceed with construction anticipated to require 290 days. 

B. What permits are necessary for the public infrastructure project? 

The project will require standard building permits, which have a 15-30 day turnaround. 
Additionally, the project will require Stormwater permits from the Northwest Florida Water 
Management District, which have a 45-day turnaround time. There are no federal or 
environmental/mitigation permits required as part of this project.  

C. Detail whether required permits have been secured, and if not, detail the timeline for 
securing these permits.  Additionally, if any of these permits are local permits, will these 
permits be prioritized?  No permit expediting is anticipated, and City of DeFuniak Springs and 
NWFWMD ERP permits will be secured between November 2023 and January 2024. 

D. What is the future land use and zoning designation on the proposed site for the 
infrastructure improvements, and will the improvements conform to those uses? 
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The developments described in this project application are included in the DeFuniak Springs 
Airport Master Plan, previously approved by the City Council, and the project is consistent with 
the City’s current zoning designations and planned use for this property. 

E. Will an amendment to the local comprehensive plan or a development order be required 
on the site of the proposed project or on adjacent property to accommodate the 
infrastructure and potential current job creation opportunities?   No 

F. Is the project ready to commence upon grant approval and contract execution?  If no, 
please explain.  Yes. The design phase is complete, and the City selected an airport engineering 
consultant.  Construction bids remain and ready to commence upon grant approval. 

G. Does the project have a local match amount?     Yes. 

If yes, describe the entity providing the match and the amount.  $1,000,000 in state 
appropriation funding, and over $28 million in investment from state, local, and federal 
sources.  See attached narrative. 

H. Provide any additional information or attachments to be considered for this proposal.  
Maps and other supporting documents are encouraged.  See attached narrative. 

3. Program Budget 

Estimated Costs and Sources of Funding:  Include all applicable public infrastructure costs and 
other funding sources available to support the proposal. 

(1). Total Amount Requested   $1,801,550 Florida Job Growth Grant Fund 

A. Other Public Infrastructure Project Funding Sources: 

 City/County   _________________________ 

 Private Sources  _________________________ 

 Other (grants, etc.)  $1,000,000 Please Specify: State Appropriation  

 Other (grants,etc)  $2,600,000 Please Specify: Alternative Funding Sources 
       

B. Public Infrastructure Project Costs 

 Construction   $5,401,550 

 Reconstruction  _________________________ 

 Design & Engineering  _________________________ 

 Land Acquisition  _________________________ 

 Land Improvement   _________________________ 
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 Other    _________________________ 

 Total Project Costs  $5,401,550 

C. Provide a detailed budget narrative, including the timing and steps necessary to obtain the 
funding and any other pertinent budget-related information. 

Estimated costs include the construction of three new hangars, an access road, taxiway, and 
utilities. Specific expenses include engineering, construction, permitting, utility installation, 
lighting, drainage, signage, fencing, and markings.   

See attached narrative for project cost breakdown. 
 
4. Approvals and Authority 
 
A. If the government entity is awarded grant funds based on this proposal, what approvals 
must be obtained before it can execute a grant agreement with the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity (e.g., approval of a board, commission, or council)? 
 
Approval by the DeFuniak Springs City Council.  
 
B. If approval of a board, commission, council, or other group is needed prior to execution of 
an agreement between the governmental entity and the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity: 
i. Provide the schedule of upcoming meetings for the group for a period of at least six 
months. 
 
The DeFuniak Springs City Council meets bi-monthly on the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month. 
 
ii. State whether the entity is willing and able to hold special meetings, and if so, upon how 
many days’ notice. 
 
The DeFuniak Springs City Council can call a meeting with six (6) hours’ notice. 
 
C.  Attach evidence that the undersigned has all necessary authority to execute this proposal 
on behalf of the governmental entity.  This evidence may take a variety of forms, including 
but not limited to: a delegation of authority, citation to relevant laws or codes, policy 
documents, etc. 
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The images depicted hereon are for graphic representation purposes only and should 
not be relied upon as the sole source for the size dimensions or location of any property 
or boundary. All images are subject to interpretation and modification.  Any assumption 
of legal status of this data is hereby disclaimed.  All information may be verified with 
the City of DeFuniak Springs City Clerk's office.



Attachment D – FEMA Flood Zone Map 
 

 
 

As noted above, the project is outside the 100-year floodplain and is within Zone X (Minimal 
flood risk).  

 



Attachment E – DEP Wetlands Map 
 

 
 

As depicted above, the project has no wetlands located on site.  
 











 
 
 
 

63 S Centre Trail  
                                                               Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459 

Phone: (850) 267-0683  
Fax: (850) 267-0603  

www.waltonareachamber.com 

 
December 20, 2022 
 
David Bear, Chairman 
Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc.  
P.O. Box 12007 
Tallahassee, FL. 32317 
 
RE: City of DeFuniak Springs Center for Emerging Professional Technologies in Aviation (CEPTA) Triumph Gulf 
Coast, Inc. Application #284 
 
Dear Chairman: 
 
On behalf of the Walton Area Chamber of Commerce, I would like to respectfully request your support for 
application #284 by the City of DeFuniak Springs for Project CEPTA.  
 
As the only airport in Walton County, the DeFuniak Springs Municipal Airport represents one of our greatest 
economic assets and due to investments from both the City and County is poised for tremendous growth. Due to 
its central location and proximity to I-10, the geographic location of the airport makes DeFuniak Springs a prime 
location to establish the CEPTA program. As the Walton County area continues to grow in population, it is 
becoming increasingly important that we continue to grow this critical infrastructure. The construction of this 
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ǁŝůů�ƉƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŝƌƉŽƌƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌĞĨƌŽŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŝŶŶŽǀĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŬĞĞƉ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚǇ͛Ɛ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŐƌŽǁƚŚ�ŝŶ�ůŝŶĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝƚƐ�
population growth.  
 
We know from recent examples in other parts of the state and country that the proposed aviation workforce 
training program will lead to a noted rise in employment opportunities and increased local economic impact. 
The emerging technology surrounding the advanced air mobility industry will position the region as a model for 
other parts of the state. Therefore, we are confident this investment will yield incredible return and provide a 
tremendous economic benefit to the region. The expansion of our airport will also further our economic 
development goals and ensure we have the capacity for increased recreational and corporate air traffic.  
 
Thank you again for your consideration of this truly transformational project. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Megan R. Harrison, IOM 
President and CEO 



      Gaetz Aerospace Institute 

Colleen Conklin, Ed. D., RPIC
Assistant Professor & Executive Director of the Gaetz 
Aerospace InstituWe
   
1 Aerospace Boulevard  
Daytona Beach, FL 32114
colleen.conklin@erau.edu

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University             

6eSWePEeU  ��,����

DDYid %eDU, CKDiUPDn 
7UiXPSK *XlI CoDVW, InF.
P.2. %o[ ����� 
7DllDKDVVee, )/ �����

RE� CiW\ oI De)XniDk 6SUinJV CenWeU IoU EleFWUiF PiloW 7UDininJ Dnd ReVeDUFK �CEP7R� 7UiXPSK *XlI CoDVW, InF. 
$SSliFDWion ����

DeDU CKDiUPDn %eDU, 

)oXnded in ���� Dnd IXll\ ePEUDFinJ oXU PiVVion Wo WeDFK WKe VFienFe, SUDFWiFe, Dnd EXVineVV oI DYiDWion Dnd DeUoVSDFe, 
EPEU\�Riddle $eUonDXWiFDl 8niYeUViW\ �ER$8� iV FonVideUed D KiJKeU edXFDWion ZoUld leDdeU in WKeVe endeDYoUV. I VeUYe DV 
E[eFXWiYe DiUeFWoU oI ER$8¶V *DeW] $eUoVSDFe InVWiWXWe, D dXDl�enUollPenW SUoJUDP in oYeU ��� )loUidD VFKoolV deViJned 
Wo inWUodXFe .��� VWXdenWV Wo UiJoUoXV 67E0�UelDWed FoXUVeV DV SDWKZD\V Wo FDUeeUV, FolleJe, Dnd KiJK�SD\inJ MoEV.   

:DlWon CoXnW\ 6FKoolV Dnd ER$8 enMo\ VWUonJ Dnd SUodXFWiYe UelDWionVKiSV DFUoVV �� VeFondDU\ inVWiWXWionV, Dnd I ZUiWe 
WodD\ Wo DIIiUP WKe ER$8 *DeW] $eUoVSDFe InVWiWXWe¶V VXSSoUW oI WKe CiW\ oI De)XniDk 6SUinJV¶ SUoSoVDl ������ Wo lDXnFK 
WKe 1DWion¶V IiUVW CenWeU IoU EleFWUiF PiloW 7UDininJ Dnd ReVeDUFK �CEP7R�.  7Ke *DeW] $eUoVSDFe InVWiWXWe SUoYideV 
:DlWon CoXnW\ .��� VWXdenWV ZiWK SUiYDWe SiloW �PP/� JUoXnd VFKool inVWUXFWion, Dnd PUoMeFW CEP7R Zill VWDnd in WKe JDS 
Wo oIIeU PP/ IliJKW WUDininJ IoU WKeVe VWXdenWV.   

)liJKW WUDininJ VFKoolV UeSUeVenW WKe UooWV oI DYiDWion, EXW %oeinJ¶V ��������� PiloW Dnd 7eFKniFiDn 2XWlook �P72� 
IoUeFDVWV D need IoU ���,��� neZ SiloWV ZiWKin WKe FoPPeUFiDl DYiDWion VeFWoU.  ReFeiYinJ D PP/ iV D SUeUeTXiViWe IoU 
DdYDnFinJ Wo FoPPeUFiDl �CP/� Dnd DiUline WUDnVSoUW SiloW �$7P� FeUWiIiFDWionV, Dnd PUoMeFW CEP7R iV deViJned Wo 
DFFeleUDWe WKe DYiDWoU SiSeline Dnd KelS DlleYiDWe WKiV VKoUWDJe.  EPEUDFinJ loZeU-FoVW, enYiUonPenWDll\ IUiendl\ eleFWUiF 
WUDininJ SlDneV, PUoMeFW CEP7R Zill diYeUViI\ IliJKW VFKool DFFeVV ZKile inFUeDVinJ DIIoUdDEiliW\.   

7KDnk \oX in DdYDnFe IoU \oXU WKoXJKWIXl FonVideUDWion oI PUoMeFW CEP7R Dnd WKe CiW\ oI De)XniDk 6SUinJV¶ FoPPiWPenW 
Wo WUDnVIoUPinJ PP/ IliJKW WUDininJ WKUoXJK eleFWUiF DYiDWion.  

Educationally yours, 



 

850.729.6848   |   FloridasGreatNorthwest.com   | PO Box 370, Niceville, FL 32588   jconoley@fgnw.org 

November 28, 2022 
 
Mr. David Bear, Chairman 
Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc.  
P.O. Box 12007 
Tallahassee, FL 32317 
 
RE: City of DeFuniak Springs Center for Emerging Professional Technologies in Aviation (CEPTA) 
Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc. Application #284 
 
Dear Mr. Bear,  
 
I am writing to express support of application #284 to Triumph Gulf Coast from the City of 
DeFuniak Springs Center for the Emerging Professional Technologies in Aviation (CEPTA). 
 
Florida’s Great Northwest is the regional economic development organization for the 
Panhandle. We provide technical support, lead generation and marketing support to our 
economic development organizations, including Walton County. The public infrastructure 
improvements and training components would greatly enhance the community’s 
competitiveness to attract private sector investment and create quality jobs.  
 
We will support Walton County and the City of DeFuniak Springs with marketing these new 
assets for business. We have several platforms for domestic and international outreach and will 
work together with all our partners to enhance the exposure of this project to site selectors and 
company decision makers for new opportunities.  
 
If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at 850.527.0999 or 
jconoley@fgnw.org. Thank you for your consideration of this exciting transformational opportunity. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jennifer Conoley 
President & CEO 

 





  1808 Concept Ct. Suite 200 
 Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
 386.314.7829 
 Info@CensysTech.com 

 

 

 

December 21, 2022 

 

Mr. David Bear 

Chairman 

Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc. 

P.O. Box 12007 

Tallahassee, Florida 32317 

 

RE:   Project #284 at DeFuniak Springs Municipal Airfield (54J) 

 

Dear Chairman Bear: 

 

Censys Technologies Corporation is a Florida based emerging technology aerospace 

manufacturer that leads the industry in advanced Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) operational 

waivers.   

 

DeFuniak Springs Municipal Airfield presents an incredible opportunity to utilize an existing 

ƉƵďůŝĐ� ĂŝƌĨŝĞůĚ� ŝŶ� &��� �ůĂƐƐ� '� ;ƵŶĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚͿ� ĂŝƌƐƉĂĐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝƐ� ĐĞŶƚƌĂůůǇ� ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ� ŝŶ� &ůŽƌŝĚĂ͛Ɛ�
panhandle to support emerging technology growth across the region.   

 

With the enhanced infrastructure for emerging ƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ� ĂŶĚ� hŶŵĂŶŶĞĚ� ^ĂĨĞƚǇ� /ŶƐƚŝƚƵƚĞ͛Ɛ�
training and workforce development initiatives in the region, Censys Technologies would strongly 

consider relocating its maintenance, assembly, and repair to 54J.  This location is centrally located 

to the FL panhandle and provides at least 4 regional airports for commercial travel. 

 

Emerging technology is changing the way companies do business.  This project connects the dots 

between needed infrastructure, collaboration between remotely piloted and traditional aviation, 

and workforce required to power it all. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Trevor Perrott 

Chief Executive Officer 

Co-Founder 

Censys Technologies 

 

�����������������������	�
�
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���������	���	�������	������



Unmanned Safety Institute (USI) is a proud contributor to the state of Florida’s
aerospace workforce through aviation safety-based certification. With 18,000 logged
training flights and over 11,000 safety-based certifications earned, USI leads the global
emerging technology training industry in its data driven, risk-based approach to
organizational standardization. 
 
Project #284 presents an incredible opportunity to utilize an existing public airfield in
FAA Class G (uncontrolled) airspace that is centrally located in Florida’s panhandle, to
deliver best in class flight training and certification for emerging aeronautical
technologies. 

USI intends to contribute $13.8 Million over a 10-year period to increase the region’s
potential tied to this emerging technology, improving in-demand skill sets, income
expectations, and overall industry growth. Emerging technologies are much more than
small multi-rotor aircraft providing infrastructure and asset inspection. Rather, this
emerging technology includes a wide application of robotics and implementation of
new sustainable aviation fuels, vertical takeoff and landing aircraft, alternative
propulsion technologies and cargo mobility platforms which enable rural package
delivery more efficiently.  

UNMANNED SAFETY INSTITUTE
1500 E Taylor Rd, Deland, FL 32724
+1 407-499-2051

Dear Chairman Bear:

December 21, 2022 

Mr. David Bear 
Chairman 
Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc. 
P.O. Box 12007 
Tallahassee, Florida 32317 

RE:   Project #284 at DeFuniak Springs Municipal Airfield (54J) 



It is an incredible time to be at the forefront of modern aviation and as such, DeFuniak
Springs airport (54J) infrastructure enhancements present a unique, timely and
valuable opportunity for the Florida panhandle to be a base of operations for emerging
technology skillset development for both the current and future workforce. 54J
infrastructure enhancements will provide the necessary improvements to build upon
the geographic advantages of DeFuniak Springs, enable increased general aviation and
corporate travel, and provide a footprint that is necessary and welcoming for future
growth. 
 

UNMANNED SAFETY INSTITUTE
1500 E Taylor Rd, Deland, FL 32724
+1 407-499-2051

Sincerely, 

Joshua Olds
President & CEO
Co-Founder
Unmanned Safety Institute





 

 
Parrot INC., 1815 Purdy Ave. Miami Beach FL 33139, USA 

Parrot INC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Parrot Drones SAS. 174 – 178 quai de Jemmapes 75010 Paris France.  
Parrot INC is a New York Corporation  

 
 
 

January 21, 2023 
 
Mr. David Bear 
Chairman 
Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc. 
P.O. Box 12007 
Tallahassee, Florida 32317 
 
RE:   Project #284 at DeFuniak Springs Municipal Airfield (54J) 
 
Dear Chairman Bear: 
 
Parrot Inc (a wholly owned subsidiary of France based Parrot Drones S.A.S Europe’s largest drone producer) 
is an emerging technology aerospace manufacturer that leads the industry in compact Uncrewed Aircraft 
System manufacturing. With our professional drones, we provide best-in-class technology for defence, 
enterprise, government, inspection, first responders, firefighters, search-and-rescue teams, security 
agencies and surveying professionals. 
 
Parrot’s professional drones are trusted, secure and proven being used globally by the world’s most 
demanding organisations, enterprises & governments. 
  
The FBI, the NCIS, the US ARMY and the British Army are just a few who place their trust in Parrot drones. 

 
Parrot fully supports project #284 at DeFuniak Springs Municipal Airfield as it presents an incredible 
opportunity to advance necessary skillsets tied to aviation safety and professionalism required of the 
industry.   
 
With the enhanced infrastructure for emerging technology and Unmanned Safety Institute’s (USI) training 
and workforce development initiatives in the region, Parrot looks forward to developing and supporting 
opportunities in this location under USI’s leadership as a Parrot Authorized Maintenance Training and 
Repair Center.  
 
Emerging technology is changing the way companies do business.  Parrot encourages this project as it 
connects the dots between needed infrastructure for advanced operations, best in class training and 
certification, and workforce required to power it all. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Chris ROBERTS 
CEO – Americas  
CS&MO – Global  


