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Proposal Instructions: The Florida Job Growth Grant Fund Proposal (this document) must be completed
by the governmental entity applying for the grant and signed by either the chief elected official, the
administrator for the governmental entity or their designee. Please read the proposal carefully as some
questions may require a separate narrative to be completed. If additional space is needed, attach a word
document with your entire answer.

Governmental Entity Information

Name of Governmental Entity: City of St. Petersburg

Government Federal Employer Identification Number

Primary Contact Name: Sophia Sorolis

Title: Economic and Workforce Development Director

Mailing Address: PD Box 2842

St. Petersburg, FL 33731-2842

Phone Number: 727-893-7787

Email: sophia.sorolisstpete.org

Secondary Contact Name: Gary Jones

Title: Economic Development Officer

Phone Number: 727-893-7877

Public Infrastructure Grant Eligibility

Pursuant to section 228.101, ES., the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund was created to promote economic
opportunity by improving public infrastructure and enhancing workforce training. Eligible entities that wish
to access this grant fund must submit public infrastructure proposals that:

• Promote economic recovery in specific regions of the state, economic diversification or economic

enhancement in a targeted industry (View Florida’s Targeted Industries here).

• Are not for the exclusive benefit of any single company, corporation or business entity.
• Are for infrastructure that is owned by the public and is for public use or predominately benefits the

public.
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1. Program Requirements:
(If additional space is needed, attach a word document with your entire answer.)

Each proposal must include the following information describing how the project satisfies
eligibility requirements listed on page 1

A. Provide a detailed description of the public infrastructure improvements.

Two intersection upgrades and a bicycle/pedestrian trail system connecting the gateway area to the
north St. Petersburg transportation system and interconnecting businesses. (See attached)

Provide location of public infrastructure, including physical address and county of project.

The intersection upgrades will be at the Jabil driveway & Dr. MLK Jr. St. N., 116th Ave. & Dr. MLK Jr.
St. N. The trail will be at various locations in gateway St. Petersburg. (See attached Exhibit A)

Is this infrastructure currently owned by the public? Yes No

If no, is there a current option to purchase or right of way provided to the County?

Not applicable

Provide current property owner.

Not applicable

Is this infrastructure for public use or does it predominately benefit the public?

!Yes No

F. Will the public infrastructure improvements be for the exclusive benefit of any single company,

corporation or business entity?

B.

C.

D.

E.

Yes No
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C. Provide a detailed description of, and quantitative evidence demonstrating, how the proposed
public infrastructure project will promote:

• Economic recovery in specific regions of the state;

• Economic diversification; or
• Economic enhancement of a Targeted Industry (View Florida’s Targeted Industries here).

o Describe how the project will promote specific job growth. Include the number of jobs that
will be retained or created, and in which industry(ies) the new net jobs will be created using
the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes. Where applicable, you
may list specific businesses that will retain or create jobs or make capital investment.

o Provide a detailed explanation of how the public infrastructure improvements will connect
to a broader economic development vision for the community and benefit additional current
or future businesses.

See attached.

2. Additional Information:
(If additional space is needed, attach a word document with your entire answer)

A. Provide the proposed commencement date and number of days required to complete
construction of the public infrastructure project.

The project’s construction drawings would be started upon award of the funding. The project will be
completed within two years, having a twelve month design process, followed by a twelve month
construction period.

B. What permits are necessary for the public infrastructure project?

The intersection upgrade at 116th Avenue will require a Pinellas County permit, and the trail project
will require an EDOT permit only in the limited areas intersecting their jurisdiction.
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C. Detail whether required permits have been secured, and if not, detail the timeline for securing

these permits. Additionally, if any required permits are local permits, will these permits be

prioritized?

Required permits have not been secured but will be easily obtained. The City construction approval
process will be prioritized.

D. What is the future land use and zoning designation on the proposed site of the infrastructure
improvements, and will the improvements conform to those uses?

Future Land Use - Industrial Limited, Planned Redevelopment Mixed-Use & Residential Medium.
Zoning - Employment Center, Commercial Corridor Suburban & Neigh Multi4amily. Project conforms.

E Will an amendment to the local comprehensive plan or a development order be required on
the site of the proposed project or on adjacent property to accommodate the infrastructure and

potential current or future job creation opportunities? If yes, please detail the timeline.

Yes [No

Is the project ready to commence upon grant fund approval and contract execution? If no,

please explain.

lYes No

Does this project have a local match amount? Yes No

If yes, please describe the entity providing the match and the amount.

The City will provide a $500,000 match for these infrastructure improvements.

H. Provide any additional information or attachments to be considered for this proposal. Maps and

other supporting documents are encouraged.

See attached.
- Exhibit A [Project Maps and Budgets]
- Exhibit B [Gateway Master Plan Summary]
- Exhibit C [Gateway Business Council Meeting Summaries]

F.

G.
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3. Program Budget
(If additional space is needed, attach a word document with your entire answer)

Estimated Costs and Sources of Funding: Include all applicable public infrastructure costs and
other funding sources available to support the proposal.

1.) Total Amount Requested

Florida Job Growth Grant Fund

$6.87 million

A. Other Workforce Training Project Funding Sources:

City/County

Private Sources

so

so

Other (grants, etc.)

Total Other Funding

so
so

Please Specify:

B. Public Infrastructure Project Funding Sources:

Construction

Reconstruction

Design & Engineering

Land Acquisition

Land Improvement

$5.27 million

O

2.1 million

so

Other

Total Project Costs

so
$7.37 million

Please Specify:

Note: The total amount requested must equal the difference between the workforce training
project costs in 3. and the other Public infrastructure project funding sources in 2.



2018-2019 FLORIDA JOB GROWTH GRANT FUND

C. Provide a detailed budget narrative, including the timing and steps necessary to obtain the
funding and any other pertinent budget-related information.

The budget for the intersection upgrades includes costs for signalized mast arms, sidewalks, and
street crossings, and project design. The trail budget includes pavement, signs, basic amenities and
street crossings. The City currently has a $500,000 million for a match that will allow design to start
immediately after receiving funding. Construction is expected to proceed immediately after the design
stage. See the attached detailed budget in Exhibit A.

4. Approvals and Authority
(If additional space is needed, attach a word document with your entire answer)

A. If the governmental entity is awarded grant funds based on this proposal, what approvals must
be obtained before it can execute a grant agreement with the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity (e.g., approval of a board, commission or council)?

City Council must approve the grant agreement which can be obtained within one month after
receiving the award.

If board authorization is not required, who is authorized to sign?

See above.

If approval of a board, commission, council or other group is needed prior to execution of
an agreement between the governmental entity and the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity:

i. Provide the schedule of upcoming meetings for the group for a period of at
least six months.

H. State whether entity is willing and able to hold special meetings, and if so,
upon how many days’ notice.

The St. Petersburg City Council meets twice monthly on the first and third Thursdays.

C. Attach evidence that the undersigned has all necessary authority to execute this proposal on
behalf of the governmental entity. This evidence may take a variety of forms, including but not
limited to: a delegation of authority, citation to relevant laws or codes, policy documents, etc.

The City Charter Section 4.04(9) provides the authority for the Mayor to sign contracts for the City of
St. Petersburg.

B.
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I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I have express authority to sign this proposal on behalf of the
above-described entity and to the best of my knowledge, that all data and information submitted In
proposal is truthful and accurate and no material fact has been omitted.

City of St. Petersburg
Name of Governmental Entity:

Name and Title of Authorized

Representative

Signature Date:
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Additional Information 

 
Question 1.A. 
 
The two intersection upgrades will include traffic signal mast arms, reconstructed sidewalks and 
handicap ramps, crosswalks and lane markings.   
 
The City Trail project will consist of 7¾ miles of paved surface or elevated pathways 
approximately 12 to 15 feet wide that can be used by pedestrians and bicyclists as an 
alternative form of transportation.  Both project maps and budgets are in Exhibit A. 
 
 
Question 1.G.  
 
Promotion of Job Growth 
These proposed transportation improvements will provide economic diversification and 
economic enhancement of Florida Targeted Industries. 
 
These transportation projects will promote job growth by solidifying the State’s and City’s 
commitment to retaining numerous well-paying jobs.  An atmosphere of expansion and job 
creation for many companies will continue to be enhanced.  St. Petersburg’s Gateway area is a 
prominent area for companies seeking new office and industrial space, currently having 850 
companies, 39,644 employees and more than 2,500 residential units.  Mobility between 
developments both commercial and residential is an important component to the St. 
Petersburg Complete Streets program improving safety and transportation options.  Businesses 
in this area have expressed the desire for the City to move forward with plans for additional 
City Trails that connect to the State and regional trail system. 
 
Businesses (NAICS) that will be enhanced with the completion of these improvements are: 
- Raymond James headquarters (551114) 
- Franklin Templeton (523110) 
- AEGON (5244210) 
- Allstate Insurance (524210) 
- Spectrum/Charter Communications (517311) 
- FIS Management Services (541990) 
- Home Shopping Network (551114) 
- Jabil (551114) 
- Power Design (551114) 
- PCSU (551114) 
- Transamerica (524210) 
- Mercury Insurance (524210) 
- Paychex (541214) 
- Humana Insurance (524114)   
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Raymond James headquarters (551114) will be located in close proximity to a proposed City 
Trail and is expanding their campus, adding 650 high-wage jobs.  
   
The public intersection upgrade at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street and 116th Avenue North will 
benefit all businesses in the area, however, Power Design’s headquarters (551114) is located 
adjacent to the project location.  Power Design is a Florida Targeted Industry that offers 
electrical contracting and engineering services to developers and general contractors, and is 
expanding their facilities to increase their staff from 270 to 720 persons at this location.   Power 
Design will invest $12 million into their building expansion.  This project is necessary to provide 
a safe transportation network for all area businesses after Power Design’s expansion. 
 
The public intersection upgrade at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street and Roosevelt Boulevard 
will benefit all businesses in the area, however, Jabil’s headquarters (551114) is located 
adjacent to the project location.  Jabil is a Florida Targeted Industry that is a global electronics 
manufacturer, expanding their facilities and increasing their employees.  Jabil is expected to 
spend $65.3 million on new construction, adding 300 high-wage employees to the current 
1,600 persons employed.   This project is necessary to provide a safe transportation network for 
all area businesses after Jabil’s expansion. 
 
The trail and intersection upgrade projects are ready to go to design and can be completed 
within two years after the grant being awarded.  
 
Economic Development Vision 
The Institute for Transportation Research and Education: North Carolina State, has provided a 
study that documents trails or shared use paths increases jobs, retail sales tax and property 
values.  The Atlanta Beltline has generated a direct economic impact in private development 
many times over the public investment.  The City of St. Petersburg shares the vision of this form 
of economic development.   
 
The City Trail expansion will better connect corporations, businesses and residential 
developments together in an area having over 300,000 daily vehicle trips.  Businesses today are 
seeking alternative forms of transportation and amenities for their employees, and locations 
without these enhancements are subject to falling behind and losing businesses vitally 
important to their economy.  St. Petersburg’s economic vision includes transportation as a key 
component.  The City, Pinellas County and adjacent cities are underway with completing the 
Gateway Master Plan to review all modes of transportation.  Key findings and stakeholder 
summaries for the Plan, including those pertaining to trails, are attached as Exhibit B.  The City 
holds periodic meetings with the Gateway Business Council who has expressed an interest in 
these proposed transportation improvements (Exhibit C). 
 
 
  






























































