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Florida Job Growth Grant Fund
Public Infrastructure Grant Proposal

Proposal Instructions: The Florida Job Growth Grant Fund Proposal (this document) must
be completed by the governmental entity applying for the grant and signed by either the
chief elected official, the administrator for the governmental entity ortheir designee. Please
read the proposal carefully as some questions may require a separate narrative to be
completed.

Governmental Entity Information

Name of Governmental Entity: ~ The City of Fort Pierce

Government Federal Employer Identification Number:_

Contact Information:
Primary Contact Name Linda Cox

Title: City Clerk/Assistant City Manager

Mailing Address: 100 North US Highway 1, Fort Pierce, Florida 34950

Phone Number: _772.467.3052

Email: LCox@City-FtPierce.Com
Public Infrastructure Grant Eligibility

Pursuant to section 288.101, F.S., the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund was created to
promote economic opportunity by improving public infrastructure and enhancing workforce
training. Eligible governmental entities that wish to access this grant fund must submit
public infrastructure proposals that:

= Promote economic recovery in specific regions of the state, economic
diversification or economic enhancement in a targeted industry. (View Florida’s
Targeted Industries here.)

= Are not for the exclusive benefit of any single company, corporation or business
entity.

= Are for infrastructure that is owned by the public and is for public use or
predominately benefits the public.



































































LETTERS OF SUPPORT



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Edwin R. Massey, PhD, Chairman
Indian River State College

Wes McCurry, Chair-elect
Tradition Land Company

Amy Brunjes, Vice Chair
Florida Power & Light Company

Christopher E. Fogal, CPA, PA, Treasurer
Proctor, Crook, Crowder & Fogal

Richard A. Houghten, PhD, Secretary
Torrey Pines Institute for Molecular Studies

Bob Krieger
Lawnwood Regional Medical Center
& Heart Institute

Rob Lord
Martin Health System

Glenn Ryals
GL Homes

Peter Tesch
Economic Development Council

Tom Wilkinson

Seacoast Bank

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mike Adams, Adams Ranch

Terissa Aronson, SLC Chamber of Commerce
Brian Bauer, CareerSource Research Coast
Russ Blackburn, City of Port St. Lucie

Bob Brunjes, Treasure Coast Newspapers

lan Cotner, AT&T Florida

Linda Cox, City of Fort Pierce

Megan Davis, PhD, Florida Atlantic University
Scott Davis, Tropicana

Wayne Gent, St. Lucie County School District
Richard E. Kolleda, FACHE, Spherion

Leslie Kristof, Keiser University

Clay Lindstrom, Fort Pierce Utilities Authority
Tammy Roncaglione, CenterState Bank

Staci Storms, Realtors of St. Lucie County
Jimmy Terry, PGA Golf Club

Howard Tipton, St. Lucie County

Joel C. Zwemer, esq., Dean Mead

June 8, 2018

The Honorable Rick Scott
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

Re: Job Growth Grant Fund Request— City of Ft. Pierce Industrial Sewer
Infrastructure Request

Dear Governor Scott:

On behalf of the Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County (EDC), it is my
pleasure to inform you of our strong support of the City of Ft. Pierce’s Job Growth
Grant Fund submittal for the DiGiorgio and Enterprise Road Industrial Corridor Sewer
Connection and Septic Tank Closure Program.

St. Lucie County has made great strides in improving the unemployment rate and
providing sustainable jobs, but there is still much to be done to mitigate poverty,
underemployment and the uneven economic conditions afflicting many of our low-
income households. The average earnings per worker in our county is approximately
82.5% of the Florida average of $42,620 (Florida Office of Economic & Demographic
Research).

Moreover, there is a dire need for sustainable jobs for the residents of Ft. Pierce. The
Ft. Pierce community suffers from very low earnings and labor force participation
rates including higher than average poverty and unemployment rates compared to
state averages. This grant fund request is critical to continue on our path of economic
vitality, job creation and increasing household incomes in our community by helping
our existing businesses.

Currently, the EDC is working in partnership with Ft. Pierce Utilities Authority(FPUA)
and the City of Ft. Pierce in helping one of our community’s largest and most iconic
manufacturers expand their operations, Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice Company. As
one of the county’s preferred employers, Natalie’s currently employs 150 area
residents. EDC has assisted the company in locating an additional existing industrial
facility in the DiGiorgio and Enterprise Road industrial corridor to accommodate their
fruit and vegetable juice processing and packaging needs. However, the proposed
facility and industrial corridor has insufficient infrastructure and non-existent sewer
capacity in the immediate area.

Having a viable and functioning industrial corridor featuring an expanding Natalie’s
facility would certain mitigate some of these distressing socio-economic factors
mentioned above. Additionally, there is an immediate and quantifiable return on
investment (ROI) as a result of an infrastructure investment in this project. Natalie’s
expansion would result in 150 jobs retained and approximately 20-30 new high wage
jobs with benefits created over the next three years. The firm plans to make roughly
a $5.1 M capital investment to renovate and modernize this antiquated industrial
facility. We also anticipate another 36 commercial parcels will have sewer
accessibility as well as several local employers benefiting from hooking up to this
proposed system.



Additionally, FPUA and Natalie’s have agreed to engage in a cost-sharing approach
to help partially mitigate these infrastructure expenditures. While this is a very
important step in keeping the company at this proposed site, other financial
assistance is necessary to make it a viable and sustainable industrial corridor.

The EDC very much appreciates the opportunity to work with you, the Department of
Economic Opportunity and St. Lucie County on this critical infrastructure project. The
EDC also urges your favorable consideration of funding this proposal as it will
provide a robust return on investment of state dollars in terms job growth and
economic activity. We are grateful for your leadership and making Florida families’
economic well-being your highest priority.

Sincerely,

Peter J. Tesch,



Florida House of Representatives
Representative Gayle Harrell

District 83
District Office: Tallahassee Office:
900 SE Federal Hwy. 214 House Office Building
Suite 325 402 South Monroe Street
Stuart, FL 34994 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(772) 221-4011 (850) 717-5083

(772) 221-4013 (fax)
Email: gayle.harrell@myfloridahouse.com

May 18, 2018

The Honorable Rick Scott, Governor
400 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL. 32399

Dear Governor Scott,

As you are aware, it has been my mission to improve the Indian River Lagoon and projects of this nature are just another
piece to the puzzle of completing that mission. It my great pleasure to support this Florida Job Growth Grant Fund Public
Infrastructure Proposal on behalf of St. Lucie County’s Industrial Sewer Connection and Septic Tank Closure Program.

This grant will have a significant impact in the economic growth of targeted industries in St. Lucie County. The grant
would provide the opportunity to enhance the DiGiorgio Road industrial corridor with much needed infrastructure
improvements; these improvements will provide over 165 acres with access to sanitary sewer for a safer and cleaner
environment, and the opportunity for expansion, growth and new development in a key jobs source center for small,
medium and large businesses. These improvements will have a direct impact in the retention of hundreds of existing jobs
and the creation of much needed high-wage, high-skilled jobs for our residents.

St. Lucie County recognizes that economic diversification and quality job creation are vital keys to the prosperity and
well-being of our families here in St. Lucie County and the Treasure Coast. We urge your favorable consideration of
funding this proposal through the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund, as it will provide a robust return on investment of state
dollars in terms of job growth and economic activity.

I am so grateful for your longstanding commitment to and investment in our state’s economic development programs and
policies. Thank you very much for your help in creating a competitive pro-business environment in Florida where

employers, communities and families can thrive.

Sincerely,

Gayle B. Harrell, District 83
Florida House of Representatives



O DISTRICT OFFICE:
100 North US Highway 1
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
Phone: (772) 595-1391
Fax: (772) 595-1392

0 CAPITOL OFFICE:
1003 The Capitol

402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
Phone: (850) 717-5084

COMMITTEES:

Higher Education
Appropriations
Subcommiittee,

Democratic Ranking Member

PreK-12 Appropriations
Subcommittee,
Democratic Ranking Member

Select Committee on
Hurricane Response and
Preparedness,

Democratic Ranking Member

Education Committee

PreK-12 Innovation
Subcommittee

STAFF:
Mary Alice Bennett
Legislative Aide

Tangie Jennings
District Aide

Florida House of Representatives

Representative Larry Lee, Jr.
District 84

May 17, 2018

The Honorable Rick Scott
Executive Office of the Governor
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Dear Governor Scott,

On behalf of Natalie’s Orchid [sland Juice Company, it is my greatest pleasure to offer this
letter of support for Florida Job Growth Grant Fund Public Infrastructure Proposal on behalf
of St. Lucie County’s Industrial Sewer Connection and Septic Tank Closure Program.

This grant will have a significant impact in the economic growth of targeted industries in St.
Lucie County. A grant award would provide the opportunity to enhance the DiGiorgio
Road industrial corridor with much needed infrastructure improvements; these
improvements will provide over 165 acres with access to sanitary sewer for a safer and
clean environment, and the opportunity for expansion, growth and new development in a
key jobs source center for small, medium and large businesses. These improvements will
have a direct impact in the retention of hundreds of existing jobs and the creation of much
needed high-wage, high-skilled jobs for our residents.

Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice Company recognizes that economic diversification and quality
job creation are vital keys to the prosperity and well-being of our families here in St. Lucie
County and the Treasure Coast. We urge your favorable consideration of funding this proposal
through the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund as it will provide a robust return on investment of
state dollars in terms of job growth and economic activity.

I am so grateful for your longstanding commitment to and investment in our state’s economic
development programs and policies. Thank you very much for your help in creating a
competitive pro-business environment in Florida where employers, communities and families
can thrive.

lly,

e, Ir.
Representative, District 84

Larry.Lee@myfloridahouse.gov ~ www.myfloridahouse.gov



HOWARD N. TIPTOIN

County Administrator

ST. LUCIE COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

FRANNIE HUTCHINSON
CHAIR
DISTRICT 4

LINDA BARTZ
VICE-CHAIR
DISTRICT 3

CHRIS DZADOVSKY
DISTRICT 1

ANTHONY BONNA
DISTRICT 2

CATHY TOWNSEND
DISTRICT B

DAN MCINTYRE
COUNTY ATTORNEY

MAILING ADDRESS
2300 VIRGINIA AVENUE
FORT PIERCE, FL 34982

PHONE
(772) 462-1 156

TDD
(772) 462-1428

FAX
(772) 4622131

E-MAIL
PHELANK@STLUCIECO.ORG

WEBSITE
WWW.STLUCIECO.GOV

June 6, 2018 ‘

The Honorable Rick Scott
Executive Office of the Governor
400 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Governor Scott,

Please accept this letter of my support for the City of Fort Pierce Florida Job Growth
Grant Fund Public Infrastructure Proposal regarding the Sewer Connection and Septic
Tank Closure Program,

This grant will have a significant impact in the economic growth of targeted industries
in St. Lucie County. A grant award would provide the opportunity to enhance the
DiGiorgio Road industrial corridor with much needed infrastructure improvements;
these improvements will provide over 165 acres with access to sanitary sewer for a
safer and clean environment, and the opportunity for expansion, growth and new
development in a key jobs source center for small, medium and large businesses.
These improvements will have a direct impact in the retention of hundreds of existing
jobs and the creation of much needed high-wage, high-skilled jobs for our residents.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request and for all that you are doing
for economic development in St. Lucie County.

Sincerely,

g Ny

C: St. Lucie Economic Development Council
Legislative Affairs Manager

WORKS




May 30, 2018

The Honorable Rick Scott
Executive Office of the Governor
400 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Governor Scott,

On behalf of Florida Power & Light Company, we are glad to support the Florida Job Growth
Grant Fund Public Infrastructure Proposal on behalf of St. Lucie County’s Industrial Sewer
Connection and Septic Tank Closure Program.

This grant will have a significant impact in the economic growth of targeted industries in

St. Lucie County. A grant award would provide the opportunity to enhance the DiGiorgio Road
industrial corridor with much needed infrastructure improvements, which will provide over 165
acres with access to sanitary sewer for a safer and clean environment, and the opportunity for
expansion, growth and new development in a key jobs source center for small, medium and large
businesses. These improvements will have a direct impact in the retention of hundreds of
existing jobs and the creation of much needed high-wage, high-skilled jobs for our residents.

FPL recognizes that economic diversification and quality job creation are vital keys to the
prosperity and well-being of families across the state and for our friends, neighbors and customers
in St. Lucie County and the Treasure Coast. We ask for your favorable consideration of funding this
proposal through the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund as it will provide a robust return on
investment of state dollars in terms of job growth and economic activity. Our economic
development team stands ready to further support St. Lucie County as it promotes this industrial
corridor to businesses that will create opportunities for Floridians.

We are grateful for your longstanding commitment to and investment in our state’s economic
development programs and policies. Thank you very much for your help in creating a competitive
pro-business environment in Florida where employers, communities and families can thrive.
Sincerely,

Crystal Stiles

Director, Economic Development

Florida Power & Light Company

700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408



careersourcerc.com

May 16, 2018

The Honorable Rick Scott
Executive Office of the Governor
400 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Governor Scott,

On behalf of CareerSource Research Coast and the Board of Directors, | am writing to pledge our
support for the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund Public Infrastructure Proposal on behalf of St. Lucie
County’s Industrial Sewer Connection and Septic Tank Closure Program.

This grant will have a significant impact in the economic growth of targeted industries in

St. Lucie County. A grant award would provide the opportunity to enhance the DiGiorgio Road
industrial corridor with much needed infrastructure improvements; these improvements will provide over
165 acres with access to sanitary sewer for a safer and clean environment, and the opportunity for
expansion, growth and new development in a key jobs source center for small, medium and large
businesses. These improvements will have a direct impact in the retention of hundreds of existing jobs
and the creation of much needed high-wage, high-skilled jobs for our residents.

CareerSource Research Coast recognizes that economic diversification and quality job creation are vital
keys to the prosperity and well-being of our families here in St. Lucie County and the local workforce
development area. We urge your favorable consideration of funding this proposal through the Florida Job
Growth Grant Fund as it will provide a robust return on investment of state dollars in terms of job growth
and economic activity. This will assist in building a skilled, qualified talent pipeline necessary to support
the needs of local employers.

We are so grateful for your longstanding commitment to and investment in our state’s economic
development programs and policies. Thank you very much for your help in creating a competitive pro-
business environment in Florida where employers, communities and families can thrive.

Sincerely,

Brian K. Bauer
President/CEO

BB: jd

info@careersourcerc.com

Administrative Office

584 NE University Blvd., Suite 100, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986
Phone: 866-482-4473 Fax: 866-314-6580



mailto:info@careersourcerc.com

May 17,2018

The Honorable Rick Scott
Executive Office of the Governor
400 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL. 32399

Dear Governor Scott,

On behalf of Indian River State College it is our great pleasure to support the Florida Job Growth
Grant Fund Public Infrastructure Proposal on behalf of St. Lucie County’s Industrial Sewer
Connection and Septic Tank Closure Program.

This grant will have a significant impact in the economic growth of targeted industries in
St. Lucie County. A grant award would provide the opportunity to enhance the DiGiorgio Road
industrial corridor with much needed infrastructure improvements; these improvements will
provide over 165 acres with access to sanitary sewer for a safer and clean environment, and the
opportunity for expansion, growth and new development in a key jobs source center for small,
medium and large businesses. These improvements will have a direct impact in the retention of
hundreds of existing jobs and the creation of much needed high-wage, high-skilled jobs for our
residents.

Indian River State College recognizes that economic diversification and quality job creation are
vital keys to the prosperity and well-being of our families here in St. Lucie County and the Treasure
Coast. We urge your favorable consideration of funding this proposal through the Florida Job
Growth Grant Fund as it will provide a robust return on investment of state dollars in terms of job
growth and economic activity.

We are so grateful for your longstanding commitment to and investment in our state’s economic
development programs and policies. Thank you very much for your help in creating a competitive
pro-business environment in Florida where employers, communities and families can thrive.

Sincerely,

G o
Edwin R. Massey, Ph.D.
President

3209 Virginia Avenue = Fort Pierce, Florida 34981-5596 = Ph: 1-772-462-4701 = www.irsc.edu

Fort Pierce = Okeechobee = Port St. Lucie = Stuart = Vero Beach



May 16, 2018

The Honorable Rick Scott
Executive Office of the Governor
400 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Governor Scott,

On behalf of the Treasure Coast Manufacturers Association we would like to lend our support to the
Florida Job Growth Grant Fund Public Infrastructure Proposal on behalf of St. Lucie County’s Industrial
Sewer Connection and Septic Tank Closure Program.

This grant will have a significant impact in the economic growth of targeted industries in

St. Lucie County. A grant award would provide the opportunity to enhance the DiGiorgio Road
industrial corridor with much needed infrastructure improvements; these improvements will provide
over 165 acres with access to sanitary sewer for a safer and clean environment, and the opportunity for
expansion, growth and new development in a key jobs source center for small, medium and large
businesses. These improvements will have a direct impact in the retention of hundreds of existing jobs
and the creation of much needed high-wage, high-skilled jobs for our residents.

The Treasure Coast Manufacturers Association recognizes that economic diversification and quality job
creation are vital keys to the prosperity and well-being of our families here in St. Lucie County and the
Treasure Coast. We urge your favorable consideration of funding this proposal through the Florida Job
Growth Grant Fund as it will provide a robust return on investment of state dollars in terms of job growth
and economic activity.

We are so grateful for your longstanding commitment to and investment in our state’s economic
development programs and policies. Thank you very much for your help in creating a competitive pro-
business environment in Florida where employers, communities and families can thrive.

Sincerely,

Jerry Jacguee

President
Treasure Coast Manufacturers Association
jerry@amtfl.com / 772-418-4199



mailto:jerry@amtfl.com

The Unified Chamber of Fort Pierce,
Port St. Lucie and all of St. Lucie County

May 16, 2018

The Honorable Rick Scott
Executive Office of the Governor
400 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Governor Scott,

On behalf of the St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce it our great pleasure to support the Florida
Job Growth Grant Fund Public Infrastructure Proposal on behalf of St. Lucie County’s Industrial
Sewer Connection and Septic Tank Closure Program.

This grant will have a significant impact in the economic growth of targeted industries in

St. Lucie County. A grant award would provide the opportunity to enhance the DiGiorgio Road
industrial corridor with much needed infrastructure improvements; these improvements will provide
over 165 acres with access to sanitary sewer for a safer and clean environment, and the opportunity
for expansion, growth and new development in a key jobs source center for small, medium and large
businesses. These improvements will have a direct impact in the retention of hundreds of existing
jobs and the creation of much needed high-wage, high-skilled jobs for our residents.

The St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce recognizes that economic diversification and quality job
creation are vital keys to the prosperity and well-being of our families here in St. Lucie County and the
Treasure Coast. We urge your favorable consideration of funding this proposal through the Florida Job
Growth Grant Fund as it will provide a robust return on investment of state dollars in terms of job
growth and economic activity.

We are so grateful for your longstanding commitment to and investment in our state’s economic

development programs and policies. Thank you very much for your help in creating a competitive pro-
business environment in Florida where employers, communities and families can thrive.

Sincerely,

Terissa C. Aronson
President/CEO

2937 W. Midway Road, Fort Pierce, FL. 34981 @ PH: 772.595.9999 Page 1





