
 
 

U.S. Dept. of Labor Summer Youth Program Eligibility Requirements 
 
ELIGIBLE YOUTH.—The term ‘‘eligible youth’’ means an individual who— 
 
(A) is not less than age 14 and not more than age 21; (NOTE:  The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act increased the age limit to age 24 for youth served with funds 
provided under that Act); 
(B) is a low-income individual; and, 
(C) is an individual who is one or more of the following: 
 

(i) Deficient in basic literacy skills. 
(ii) A school dropout. 
(iii) Homeless, a runaway, or a foster child. 
(iv) Pregnant or a parent. 
(v) An offender. 
(vi) An individual who requires additional assistance to complete an educational 
program, or to secure and hold employment. 

 
LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘low-income individual’’ means an individual 
who— 
(A) receives, or is a member of a family that receives, cash payments under a Federal, 
State, or local income based public assistance program; 
 
(B) received an income, or is a member of a family that received a total family income, 
for the 6-month period prior to application for the program involved (exclusive of 
unemployment compensation, child support payments, payments described in 
subparagraph (A), and old-age and survivors insurance benefits received under section 
202 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 402)) that, in relation to family size, does not 
exceed the higher of— 

(i) the poverty line, for an equivalent period; or 
(ii) 70 percent of the lower living standard income level, for an equivalent period; 

 
(C) is a member of a household that receives (or has been determined within the 6-
month period prior to application for the program involved to be eligible to receive) 
food stamps pursuant to the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7U.S.C. 2011 et seq.); 
 
(D) qualifies as a homeless individual, as defined in subsections (a) and (c) of section 
103 of the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11302); 
 
(E) is a foster child on behalf of whom State or local government payments are made; or 
 
(F) in cases permitted by regulations promulgated by the Secretary of Labor, is an 
individual with a disability whose own income meets the requirements of a program 
described in subparagraph (A) or of subparagraph (B), but who is a member of a family 
whose income does not meet such requirements. 


