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WORKFORCE PARTNERSHIP RECEIVES NATIONAL AWARD 

~ Treasure Coast Workforce Board Receives Theodore E. Small Workforce Partnership Award~

WASHINGTON DC- Monesia T. Brown, Director of the Agency for Workforce Innovation, today joined Carrol Frischkorn, Chairwoman of the Workforce Development Board of the Treasure Coast as she accepted the Theodore E. Small Workforce Partnership Award in Washington, D.C.  The award honors pioneering business-led community partnerships that uniquely address their community’s workforce needs.  The Workforce Development Board of the Treasure Coast coordinates workforce services for Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee, and St. Lucie counties.
 “I commend the Workforce Development Board of the Treasure Coast for their innovative approach to providing workforce services in their region of the State,” stated Governor Charlie Crist.  “Florida’s workforce system plays an important role in meeting the needs of our businesses for a highly skilled workforce.  I am pleased that Florida’s workforce system is receiving this national recognition.”   
Due to changes in federal funding, the Workforce Development Board of the Treasure Coast was forced to close two One-Stop Career Centers.  The Port St. Lucie Center, one of the closed sites, was located near Aegis Communication Group, a private employer and customer of the workforce board.    Communication between Aegis, Arbor Employment & Training (the operator of the Career Centers) and the Workforce Board resulted in a One-Stop Career Center within Aegis’ facilities, providing opportunities for local residents to get the assistance they need to find and keep jobs.  

“Creating partnerships with our business community is an excellent way to expand the reach of our services,” said Agency for Workforce Innovation Director Monesia Brown.  “The Workforce Development Board of the Treasure Coast and their business partners serve as an excellent model for other workforce boards in Florida and throughout the county.” 
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Since the partnership’s inception a year ago, the local workforce placement rate has increased by 15%, the cost per customer served has decreased by 53% and the per placement cost has been reduced by 67%, while Aegis reports substantial savings for recruitment costs.

The Theodore E. Small Workforce Partnership Award is presented annually by the National Association of Workforce Boards at their conference in Washington D.C.  The Treasure Coast partnership was chosen from numerous nominations submitted from across the country.  

The Agency for Workforce Innovation is the lead state workforce agency and is the lead agency for implementing the state’s Voluntary Prekindergarten program. AWI directly administers Early Learning, Labor Market Statistics and Unemployment Compensation programs along with various workforce development programs. 

###
An equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. All voice telephone numbers on this website may be reached by persons using TTY/TDD equipment via the Florida Relay Service at 711.
