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AWI Receives the First NGA Grant Under the Crist Administration
~ Florida gets $10,000 to enhance services for Florida’s youngest citizens ~
TALLAHASSEE—Monesia T. Brown, Director of the Agency for Workforce Innovation (AWI) today announced that the Agency received a $10,000 grant from the National Governor’s Association to support a Governor’s Early Childhood Summit.  The summit will be held early next year to involve business leaders, early learning professionals and community leaders to further ensure and enhance Florida’s leadership in early childhood education.   

“Children who enter kindergarten without the opportunity to develop critical skills in early childhood are at a great disadvantage,” said Governor Charlie Crist. “It is important that we continue to enhance and coordinate all of our services so that we provide each of Florida’s youngest citizens with the resources they need to be prepared for kindergarten and future success.”  
“The summit is an excellent opportunity to support Governor Crist’s early childhood policies and educate Floridians about the importance of a solid educational foundation for our children,” said Monesia T. Brown, Director of AWI.   “We are already seeing the positive results of our early childhood education programs.  Just last month, the preliminary Kindergarten Readiness rates were released which show that children who participated in Voluntary Prekindergarten are better prepared for kindergarten than those who did not. The people of Florida asked for a universal prekindergarten program to better prepare children for school and we are proud to say that we are clearly delivering on our promise.” 

The Governor’s Early Learning Summit will increase awareness and involvement of community leaders in Florida’s early learning initiatives and provide a forum to discuss the care and early education of children from birth to age five in Florida.  

Florida is home to nearly one million children under the age of five and of these children, approximately 600,000 attend some type of early learning program. AWI’s Office of Early Learning is responsible for implementation of the state’s child resource and referral, school readiness and Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) programs.  Florida’s unified approach to early childhood education is positioning the state to be a national leader. In fact, in its second year, Florida’s VPK program is the second-largest state-funded prekindergarten program in the nation.

The Agency for Workforce Innovation (AWI) is the lead state agency for early learning and workforce services. AWI directly administers Early Learning, Labor Market Statistics, Unemployment Compensation and Workforce Service programs. Driven by the needs of Florida businesses, AWI partners with a dynamic statewide system to offer high quality, comprehensive early learning and workforce services. Through 31 Early Learning Coalitions and 24 Workforce Boards as well as numerous partnerships, AWI works to ensure that children are ready to learn and Floridians are ready to earn.
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