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11,000 miles of rivers, 

streams & waterways  
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2,276 miles of tidal 

shoreline 
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1,197 Miles of Florida 

Coastline 
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663 miles of accessible 

beaches 
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7,700 Lakes greater 

than 10 acres 
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1.3 million vessels foreign and 

domestic 
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• The 2010 Census shows 18,801,310 
permanent residents. 

•  A constant demand for waterfront 
property use 
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Waterfront is Crucial for  Economy 
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80.9  Million  visitors  

each  year 
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Florida is the #1 Travel Destination in 

the World 

61 Billion Dollars In Tourism Annually 
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ENDANGERED 

THREATENED CRITICALLY    ENDANGERED 

100 - 120 LEFT  IN  WILD 

ENDANGERED 



Waterfronts Florida Spring Program 2012 



Florida County Retained Registration Fee Document 2010 

COUNTY Rec Comm Total Vssls CRVF Addl Fee Tot Cnty Vssl 

Dade- Miami 58,859 1,853 60,712 $591,890.00 $961,000.17 $1,552,890.17 

Broward 41,572 883 42,455 $415,340.12 $665,444.23 $1,080,784.35 

Pinellas 48,086 1,230 49,316 $375,554.40 $664,301.57 $1,039,855.97 

Lee 43,166 1,080 44,246 $374,496.74 $648,737.95 $1,023,234.69 

Palm Beach 39,795 1,057 40,852 $376,664.11 $619,682.54 $996,346.65 

Hillsborough 43,294 697 43,991 $287,960.77 $533,655.54 $821,616.31 

Monroe 23,574 2,481 26,055 $234,490.57 $429,654.02 $664,144.59 

Collier 21,652 839 22,491 $205,883.50 $346,892.89 $552,776.39 

Volusia 28,028 667 28,695 $160,157.13 $331,890.20 $492,047.33 

Sarasota 21,958 359 22,317 $176,999.37 $306,757.84 $483,757.21 

Polk 29,744 413 30,157 $144,194.17 $319,359.67 $463,553.84 

Charlotte 20,355 503 20,858 $168,171.87 $295,225.06 $463,396.93 

Martin 14,883 539 15,422 $149,443.42 $249,872.40 $399,315.82 

Manatee 17,676 568 18,244 $139,701.78 $255,000.90 $394,702.68 

Brevard 35,130 844 35,974 $228,210.09 $0.00 $228,210.09 

Duval 30,247 602 30,849 $189,225.65 $0.00 $189,225.65 

Orange 30,187 269 30,456 $154,884.70 $0.00 $154,884.70 

Pasco 23,423 459 23,882 $136,529.44 $0.00 $136,529.44 

Okaloosa 17,444 443 17,887 $122,757.02 $0.00 $122,757.02 

Lake 21,770 182 21,952 $117,133.70 $0.00 $117,133.70 

Bay 18,560 821 19,381 $110,709.28 $0.00 $110,709.28 

Escambia 16,463 329 16,792 $103,598.41 $0.00 $103,598.41 

Seminole 17,937 226 18,163 $102,316.34 $0.00 $102,316.34 
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Florida County Retained Registration Fee Document 2010 

COUNTY Rec Comm Total Vssls CRVF Addl Fee Tot Cnty Vssl 

Marion 19,312 231 19,543 $98,845.92 $0.00 $98,845.92 

St Lucie 12,580 469 13,049 $93,320.86 $0.00 $93,320.86 

Citris 16,232 607 16,839 $87,470.96 $0.00 $87,470.96 

St Johns 13,101 314 13,415 $87,351.75 $0.00 $87,351.75 

Clay 12,730 151 12,881 $84,883.66 $0.00 $84,883.66 

Santa Rosa 14,143 249 14,392 79,880.50 $0.00 $79,880.50 

Indian River 10,467 404 10,871 $78,011.83 $0.00 $78,011.83 

Leon 12,979 240 13,219 $60,139.70 $0.00 $60,139.70 

Alachua 10,760 225 10,985 $52,549.05 $0.00 $52,549.05 

Hernando 9,407 204 9,611 $50,549.55 $0.00 $50,549.55 

Putnam 8,269 287 8,556 $41,633.14 $0.00 $41,633.14 

Highlands 8,686 79 8,765 $40,961.69 $0.00 $40,961.69 

Osceola 8,346 137 8,483 $40,664.20 $0.00 $40,664.20 

Flagler 5,265 77 5,342 $36,558.59 $0.00 $36,558.59 

Nassau 6,136 158 6,294 $34,768.83 $0.00 $34,768.83 

Walton 5,385 126 5,511 $28,014.08 $0.00 $28,014.08 

Okeechobee 4,953 179 5,132 $27,359.82 $0.00 $27,359.82 

Wakulla 4,586 308 4,894 $22,752.27 $0.00 $22,752.27 

Hendry 2,791 116 2,907 $21,984.04 $0.00 $21,984.04 

Levy 4,167 322 4,489 $21,425.52 $0.00 $21,425.52 

Sumpter 4,255 39 4,294 $19,397.37 $0.00 $19,397.37 

Columbia 4,569 33 4,602 $19,183.99 $0.00 $19,183.99 

Taylor 3,701 143 3,844 $17,545.28 $0.00 $17,545.28 
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Florida County Retained Registration Fee Document 2010 

COUNTY Rec Comm Total Vssls 
S328.72 FS 

CRVF 
S328.66 FS 

Addl Fee Tot Cnty Vssl 

Jackson 4,813 23 4,836 $16,773.66 $0.00 $16,773.66 

Franklin 2,453 1,197 3,650 $14,089.76 $0.00 $14,089.76 

Desoto 2,275 70 2,345 $13,588.18 $0.00 $13,588.18 

Suwannee 2,930 29 2,959 $13,255.30 $0.00 $13,255.30 

Gulf 2,778 318 3,096 $13,020.56 $0.00 $13,020.56 

Dixie 2,499 263 2,762 $12,779.29 $0.00 $12,779.29 

Bradford 2,375 19 2,394 $10,594.12 $0.00 $10,594.12 

Gadsden 2,525 34 2,559 $10,591.46 $0.00 $10,591.46 

Baker 2,339 6 2,345 $8,976.16 $0.00 $8,976.16 

Gilchrist 1,707 32 1,739 $7,539.30 $0.00 $7,539.30 

Washington 2,385 16 2,401 $7,291.25 $0.00 $7,291.25 

Hardee 1,610 18 1,628 $7,036.55 $0.00 $7,036.55 

Glades 1,169 56 1,225 $6,526.69 $0.00 $6,526.69 

Holmes 2,169 12 2,181 $6,258.43 $0.00 $6,258.43 

Jefferson 1,313 19 1,332 $5,935.01 $0.00 $5,935.01 

Madison 1,197 8 1,205 $4,647.40 $0.00 $4,647.40 

Calhoun 1,607 23 1,630 $4,363.64 $0.00 $4,363.64 

Lafayette 981 10 991 $4,040.43 $0.00 $4,040.43 

Union 928 4 932 $3,767.35 $0.00 $3,767.35 

Hamilton 998 5 1,003 $3,187.08 $0.00 $3,187.08 

Liberty 1,127 24 1,151 $3,126.22 $0.00 $3,126.22 

Total Rec Total Comm Total CRVF Total Addl Fee Total Usable County Fndg 

908,801 24,628 933,429 $6,388,953.02 $6,627,474.98 $13,016,428.00 
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So, 

What are derelict vessels ? 
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Derelict Vessel 

823.11 

Abandoned and derelict vessels. 

(1) “Derelict vessel” means any vessel, as defined in s. 327.02, that is left, stored, or abandoned: 

(a) In a wrecked, junked, or substantially dismantled condition upon any public waters of this 

state. 
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Derelict Vessels    
section 823.11Florida Statutes 
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Is this vessel derelict ? 
Waterfronts Florida Spring Program 2012 
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Ugly is not Derelict 

Frightful,  Unpleasant,  Morally Offensive,  Objectionable 

But 
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Derelict Vessels    
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Is this vessel derelict ? 
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Derelict Vessels    
section 823.11Florida Statutes 
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    No Motors,  No Helm,  Open to Elements, Full of Debris and Broken Parts  

This Vessel is Derelict 
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Reasons  Why  Derelict  Vessels  Occur 

•Major Hurricanes 

•Florida’s Transient Nature 

•Recent Economic Downturn 

•Lack of Public Outreach / Education / Prosecution 
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153 Nav Hazard DV’s 

341 Non Nav Hazard DV’s 

73   At Risk Vessels 

 

 

Total Estimated Removal Cost 

5,496LF X $450.00 P/F 

      $2,473,200 
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1.33 miles 

100  Tractor  Trailers  End  To  End 
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Prior to 2006 

Only FWC was allowed to authorize a 

Law Enforcement action to remove a 

vessel from the waters of the state. 

Waterfronts Florida Spring Program 2012 



823.11(3)(a)F.S. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and its officers and all law 

enforcement officers as specified in s. 327.70 are authorized and empowered to remove or 

cause to be removed any abandoned or derelict vessel from public waters in any instance when 

the same obstructs or threatens to obstruct navigation or in any way constitutes a danger to the 

environment. 

Waterfronts Florida Spring Program 2012 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2010/327.70
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The Statewide At Risk and Derelict 

Vessel Database 

What is it? 
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The Statewide At Risk and Derelict 

Vessel Database 

Who Has It? 

Waterfronts Florida Spring Program 2012 



23 Sheriff’s Offices 

31 Police Departments 

16 County Environmental Agencies 

2 Circuit Court Prosecutors 

2 Federal Agency 
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23 Sheriff’s 

Offices 

Okaloosa 

Pasco 

Hillsborough 

Brevard 

Citrus 

Monroe 

Flagler 

Jacksonville 

St. Johns 

Martin 

 
 

 

 

 

31 Police 

Departments 
City of Miami PD 

Port St. Lucie PD 

Panama City PD 

St. Petersburg PD 

Gulfport PD 

Treasure Island PD 

Key West PD 

Miami Dade PD 

Clearwater PD 

Stuart PD 

Hollywood PD 

Palm Beach PD 

Key Biscayne PD 

Cape Coral PD 

 

 

 

 

 

 16 Other Users 

Sarasota County Coastal Resources 

Lee County DNR 

Collier Coastal Management 

USCG Sector Miami 

Brevard County B&W 

St Augustine Port Authority 

Charlotte Parks and DNR 

Miami DERM 

City of Miami Public Works 

Pinellas State Attorneys Office 

St. Lucie State Attorneys Office 

Monroe County Marine Projects 

Escambia Marine Resources Div 

Okaloosa Public Works 

Seminole Water Quality Office 

Putnam County Parks and Rec 

 

 

 

 

 

23 Sheriff’s 

Offices 

Collier 

Putnam 

Charlotte 

Escambia 

Palm Beach 

Broward 

Pinellas 

Nassau 

Osceola 

Clay 

Sarasota 

Manatee 

Pasco 
 

 

 

 

 

31 Police 

Departments 
Ft. Pierce PD 

Riveria Beach PD 

St. Augustine PD 

Port Canaveral PD 

Tampa PD 

Sarasota PD 

Venice PD 

Sunny Isles  PD 

Aventura PD 

Stuart PD 

Green Cove Springs PD 

Jupiter PD 

Boynton Beach PD 

Delray Beach PD 

Melbourne PD 

Bradenton Beach PD 

Longboat Key PD 
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Reduces Redundancy 

Improves Positional Accuracy 

Shows Trending Patterns 

Allows for  Interagency Collaboration 
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At Risk Vessel 

A vessel exhibiting conditions known to precede a derelict vessel condition and 

that cause an officer to have just concern for its welfare. 
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Identification of At-Risk Vessels 
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Benefits of Early Detection 

Capture ownership information before vessel sinks  

Capture ownership information before evasive action taken 

Open friendly but serious dialogue with vessel owner prior to legal action 

Encourages prevention through proactive law enforcement activity 

Results in greater compliance rates rather than reactive enforcement 
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73 Active 
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At Risk Vessels 

Preemptive 

Derelict  

Vessel 

Program 

Statewide Map 
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Officer will hang this 

notice on the vessel 

after entering the 

information into the 

database. This is 

notification to the 

owner and those 

around the vessel. 

 

7” 

 

5” 

NOTICE  

ATTENTION VESSEL OWNER OR CARETAKER 
This vessel has been identified by a  

Law Enforcement Officer as being “AT RISK” of becoming 

a derelict vessel under Section 823.11 Florida Statute 

Your Attention To The Following Is Needed Immediately 

Improper, no, or non-working      
anchor light/hazard to navigation       
(Section 327.33 and 327.44  
Florida Statutes)                       

 
Vessel is being neglected, not      

               maintained or is not able to be  
               used for navigation as intended. 

 
Vessel does not comply with  
current registration requirements 
(Section 328.46 F.S.) 

 
Other_____________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

 
If your vessel is not brought into compliance and                    

continues to deteriorate, it may be subject to removal        
at your expense. 

 
Please contact officer listed below when corrections have been made        

or if you have questions pertaining to this notice 

 
Agency’s Name:________________________________________ 
Agency’s Phone:___________________  Date:_______________ 
Officers Name (Please Print)_________________________________ 
 

 
 

  Vessel is Barnacle Laden. 
 
  Vessel Interior is Exposed to   
  the Weather. 
   
  Vessel is Listing. 
 
  Vessel is Aground. 
 
  Vessel is in Danger of   
  Breaking its Mooring. 
 
 Vessel is Sinking 
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FWSB-11-OFF-001234 
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FWSB-11-OFF-001234 
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Removal Operations 
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Funding Sources for Citrus County 

• County Retained Vessel Registration Fees 

• (FBIP) Florida Boating Improvement Program Grant 

• County General Revenue 

• Possible Port Funding when available 
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County Retained Vessel Registration Fees 

S328.72,FS 

This statute allows for the county to retain a portion of all 

vessel registration fees collected by that county each year. 

328.72(15) DISTRIBUTION OF FEES. (County  retained amount outlined in statute)  

Such moneys to be returned to the counties are for the sole purposes of providing 

recreational channel marking and other uniform waterway markers, public boat 

ramps, lifts, and hoists, marine railways, and other public launching facilities, 

derelict vessel removal, and removal of vessels and floating structures deemed a 

hazard to public safety and health for failure to comply with s. 327.53. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=328.72&URL=0300-0399/0327/Sections/0327.53.html
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Optional Vessel Registration Fees        

S328.66FS 

County and municipality optional registration fee.— (1) Any county may 

impose an annual registration fee on vessels registered, operated, used, 

or stored on the waters of this state within its jurisdiction. This fee shall 

be 50 percent of the applicable state registration fee..…  All other moneys 

received from such fee shall be expended for the patrol, regulation, and 

maintenance of the lakes, rivers, and waters and for other boating-related 

activities of such municipality or county….  

(2) Any county which imposes an annual registration fee may establish, 

by interlocal agreement with one or more of the municipalities located in 

the county, a distribution formula for dividing the proceeds of the fee or 

for use of the funds for boating-related projects located within the county 

or the municipality or municipalities, or the county and the municipality or 

municipalities. 
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328.66 328.66 
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FBIP Grant Funding 

Approximately $312,500per year 

Strict Grant application process. 

May 21st    _    July 20th   



Moving Forward 
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Continue Promoting Removal Efforts 
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Continue  Project  Collaboration 
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Increase  Public  Media  Outreach 

Television PSA’s 

 

 

Radio PSA’s 

 

 

 

Press Release 

 

 

 

Evening News 
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Officer  Initiated Community  Policing 
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Legislative  Modification 

823.11 , FS 

705.103, FS 

328.72, FS 

376.15, FS 
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Behavior Modification 

Through Judicial Precedent 
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Florida’s Waterways are worth it ! 
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