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SECTION 1A 
"Midpoint Parkway Project"- Midpoint Parkway is designed to develop in 3 segments. Plans call 
for a three-lane roadway: two lanes each 12 feet wide and center lane 14 feet in width to allow for 
the wider turning movements required by 18-wheelers; ROW will include a corridor 120 feet wide 
along the entire 3.3-mile length of Midpoint Parkway, as well as additional lands for at least two 
retention ponds, utility easements and a “flyover” bridge across U.S. 90 and the CSX railroad 
tracks. 
 
The County is requesting funding for segments 2 & 3 through the Florida Job Growth Grant Fund.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This image illustrates the new Midpoint Parkway design.
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The volume of semi-truck traffic from this one business park vendor is approximately 700 trucks a day funneling through 
the local streets of downtown Macclenny. 
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The planned Midpoint Parkway will end at this section of Enterprise Boulevard. 
 
 



Florida Job Growth Grant Fund 
Public Infrastructure Grant Proposal 

“MIDPOINT PARKWAY PROJECT” 
 

Additional Page 4 
 

 
An example of the extensive curb damage that can been see throughout the County and City as trucks navigate through 
narrow streets to the Interstate. 
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New
 M

idpoint Parkway

Local Realtor map depicting available business park parcels near Wal-mart Distribution Center;prime property 
with the development of Midpoint Parkway. All parcels created along the new Midpoint parkway will 
generate optimal industrial sites for businesses seeking direct access to I-10, Jacksonville and I-75 all built to 
suite.
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SECTION 1E 
Midpoint Parkway is projected to generate interest in Baker County’s developing marketing areas, 
for future industrial/commercial development. Midpoint Parkway will also provide an alternative 
truck route between Interstate 10 and U.S. 90 providing a more attractive incentive to Midpoint 
Business Park establishments and alleviate heavy truck traffic and congestion in downtown 
Macclenny, which is also is a major goal of the project. 

New roads and road improvements boost the economy of a community by improving 
transportation networks that provide economic benefits to adjacent properties. A reduction in 
travel time equates to reduced fuel costs for people in local communities. Theoretically these cost 
savings increase local property values through the buildup of the surrounding infrastructure. 

Midpoint Parkway is destined to be a catalyst for economic growth and development within Baker 
County. The Parkway will provide support to Midpoint Business Park which has an opportunity to 
provide over 4,100 jobs and will also support the Wal-Mart Distribution Center, currently supplying 
750-800 jobs locally. The strategic location gives industrial users access to major travel routes 
and railroad service to future potential business that will find this a valuable location for their 
operations. The project will also open an area designated for residential development, called the 
Baker Commons subdivision, near SR 228, which has been approved for construction. 

Local officials are optimistic that the future development potential along the new corridor could 
provide hundreds of new jobs, as well as opportunities for the City of Macclenny to profit by 
extending water and sewer utilities to the site. The pending development of the vacant parcels 
provides a valuable opportunity to create a partnership for the benefit of all.  Our economic 
development partners are working hard to increase desirability for companies to locate within the 
Midpoint Industrial Business Park and promote opportunities to assist in creating new jobs and 
increase private investment. Please see the attached PowerPoint from the County wide public 
meeting pertaining to this project.  

SECTION 1F 
According to researchers at the University of Central Florida, The Sunshine State is on pace to 
see its economy reach the $1 trillion mark by 2018 and set to become the 16th largest economy 
in the world by 2019, as ranked by World Bank. 

Baker County, FL is the 52nd largest county in Florida by population.  The median household 
income in Baker County, FL was $47,121 in 2015, which represents a 0.55% growth from the 
previous year. Additionally, there were 10,174 residents in Baker County, FL with jobs in 2015, 
which is a 1.32% increase from the previous year.  

Comparatively, the median household income in Duval County, FL was $49,554 in 2015, which 
represents an 8.25% growth from the previous year. Additionally, there were 433,627 residents 
in Duval County, FL with jobs in 2015, which is a 5.67% growth from the previous year. 

Employment in Baker County, FL has been growing at a rate of 1.32%, from 10,041 employees 
in 2014 to 10,174 employees in 2015. 
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Baker County is geographically and demographically often included 
in Jacksonville/Duval County’s “First Coast” region excluding the 
County from many rural county incentives due the proximity of 
Baker County to the metro area. Many residents live in Baker and 
work in the Jacksonville Metro area.  

According to the Florida Chamber of Commerce, Baker County’s 
Wealth Migration increased in 2016. Wealth Migration is the amount 
of Adjusted Gross Income this county gains or loses each year from 
people migrating into and out of the county. 

It is predicted by the Florida Chamber of Commerce that Baker 
County will require over 1300 new jobs to sustain its growth by the 
year 2020. The First Coast economy has struggled to recover from 
the Great Recession in 2008. However, unemployment has fallen 
below the national average to 4.1% vs 4.4% (National Average). 
Pay is low in some key industries, comparatively speaking. The 
First Coast is home to 3 of the 17 Fortune 500 companies 
headquartered in Florida: Winn-Dixie, CSX, and Fidelity National 
Finance and will Amazon will soon call Jacksonville, FL home with 
the development of a new fulfillment center. 

The Midpoint Parkway Project will promote economic recovery in 
the Northeast region of the state by providing growth and 
expansion opportunities in Baker County, FL as well as throughout 
the adjacent counties in Northeast Florida.  

Modern roads and bridges, state-of-the-art infrastructure, and 
innovative projects to restore, protect and showcase the natural 
beauty of the Baker County are all necessary pieces to reclaim, 
maintain and sustain a vibrant economy and a place for our 
children to call home. 

The Parkway will support the developing Midpoint Industrial 
Business Park with the potential to sustain employment similar to 
that of the Wal-Mart Distribution Center currently located in the 
area.  

Due, in part, to the development of the Wal-Mart Distribution Center 
in Baker County, Sales Tax Revenues are increasing along with 
improving poverty rates and education as reported by the Florida 
Chamber of Commerce in 2016. Fundamental factors like these 

create economic recovery.  

According to the Wal-Mart Distribution Center, the average truck flow in and out of the site is 
around 700 trucks per day.  The staffing fluctuates with the work volume, but the average is 750-
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800 associates. It is important to note employment remained steady throughout the economic 
downturn in this industry.  

Darryl Register the Director of Chamber of Commerce and coordinator for Baker County 
Economic Development states, the following about the Midpoint Parkway Project: “I think the 
answer to the question is going to be mostly us (Baker County) describing how the future 
development of the 750+ acres (Midpoint property) industrial property will benefit the County. How 
does 6 million SF of industrial development change the County for the better? 

For example, Walmart Distribution Center is over 900,000 SF and they have 800 employees and 
pay tangible taxes of $214,035 and property taxes of $455,616 to the County, schools, etc. for a 
total of $669,651; then extrapolate the (potential tax revenue) for projected development of the 
Midpoint Industrial Business Park property (approximately 6 million SF of additional development 
space). 

The new Parkway would serve as a “bridge of development”, between city and county, and would 
help to sustain the expected growth due to the increase in population in the County. As population 
patterns continue to migrate, improved access to existing commercial properties will allow for 
increased value both in business volume and sales. 

This new three-lane divided roadway will provide a crucial link between major commercial 
development along SR 228 and US 90. The area adjacent to the new corridor is primed for 
additional commercial development, which would be a boost to the local economy, provide 
significant opportunities for new jobs in Baker County, and provide sustainable tax revenues to 
the County and State for the foreseeable future. Immediate benefits would be felt locally with a 
reduction in traffic congestion and short-term construction projects benefiting industry suppliers, 
construction workers, hotels, restaurants, etc. The long-term positive economic benefits would 
include new businesses, additional jobs and a vibrant new economy to enhance the existing 
community. 

The new Amazon 1-million-square-foot fulfillment center in Jacksonville is projected to provide 
approximately 2,500 jobs to the First Coast. About 500 of those jobs are expected to average 
$50,000 a year with the rest in the $12-$15-an-hour range.  

The Target Distribution Center in, Columbia County, adjacent to Baker on the west, is a 420,000 
SF high-rise food distribution center with Automated Storage and Retrieval Systems (ASRS), 85’ 
tall (-15F) freezers, 65’ tall (34F) coolers, meat, wet produce, banana rooms, and 45’ tall (55F) 
dry goods. Ammonia refrigeration system, shrinkage compensating concrete floors, and Quell fire 
protection technology. The Target Distribution Center employs approximately 250 workers.  

Baker County intends to market the Midpoint Industrial Business Park supported by the 
infrastructure improvements to Midpoint Parkway for developments similar to the ones attracted 
to this region. The Park will have direct CSX Rail service available into the site. It is centrally 
located between I-95 to the east and I-75 to the west, sited on the north side of I-10 with 
convenient access at SR-228. 
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Truck traffic will have 2 dedicated turn lanes at a signalized intersection just off SR-228 into 
Midpoint Parkway to access the park with little local traffic congestion. Departure from the park 
can be by SR-228 or to US-90 to the north off Midpoint Parkway. I-75 is less than 45 minutes 
west via I-10 while US-301 is 5 miles east via either I-10 or US-90. I-295 is 20 minutes east of 
Midpoint on I-10. 

Jacksonville International Airport is 25 minutes away via I-10 East to I-295 North. The Port of 
Jacksonville is 40 minutes away via I-10 East to I-95 North. The Distribution Matrix validates the 
Midpoint Industrial Park location as superb for business and commerce requirements throughout 
the Southeast and Florida. 

In respect to safety, numerous repairs have been required to fix damaged curbs run over by the 
big rigs that routinely travel from Interstate 10 through Macclenny’s commercial core to reach the 
distribution center. In addition to easing local traffic congestion, the Midpoint Parkway will open 
up opportunities for economic development and the creation of hundreds of new jobs on more 
than 700 acres of woodland that have been bypassed by developers.  
 
Traffic Engineering Specialists with the Florida Department of Transportation reports traffic data 
on Highway 90 and also on 5th Street traveling towards Interstate 10. From 2011 through 2015, 
There have been 80 reported accidents along the section of roadway from 5th Street to I-10, 
fortunately, with no fatalities.   

 
*The infographic metrics used in the section were provided by The Florida Scorecard™; a dynamic online 
tool that identifies and tracks key metrics that are important to Florida’s economy today and into the future. 
The Florida Scorecard gives stakeholders the power to measure progress on a statewide level and within 
their own communities. The Florida Scorecard™ is provided by the Florida Chamber of Commerce.  
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SECTION 2C 
Midpoint Parkway Project will extend from near the Walmart Distribution Center on US 90 to the 
intersection at Barber Road in front of Walmart SuperCenter on CR 228 and I-10. Macclenny and 
County officials have been pushing for the new infrastructure for years (see attached newspaper 
articles) to reduce the volume of heavy truck traffic, including 18-wheelers serving Walmart, at 
the crowded intersections of US 90 at SR 121 and SR 228.  
 
SECTION 3C 
The County has already completed the engineering design of the project with FDOT TRIP funds 
awarded in the amount of $650,000.00. The County has also been awarded funding from FDOT 
for Segment 3 in the amount of 2,034,376.00. This is $529,000.00 short of the funding needed to 
complete this portion of the project which is $2,563,000.00.   

Baker County is also prepared to commence with the construction of Segment 2. Construction 
costs for this portion of the Midpoint Parkway Project is $3,856,000.00. The County has not been 
able to obtain any funding for this segment of the project. With Segment 3 funding primarily in 
place and plans completed for all segments, Baker County is requesting $4,384,624.00 to fund 
the construction of Sections 2 and 3 as shown on the attached drawings.   

Because engineering design has been completed for this project, the only major task to complete 
before construction is Right-of-Way (ROW) acquisition.  Early ROW discussions have already 
taken place with landowners and the landowners are willing to donate or sell the needed ROW to 
the County. Several landowners have already donated ROW in support of this project totaling 
$49,940.00 in value.  

It is anticipated that the ROW acquisition process will take approximately 4 months.  Then 
approximately 2 months are needed to advertise and award the construction contract.  After the 
construction contract is awarded, approximately 10-12 months are needed to construct the 
project. This amount represents approximately 68% of the total project cost. 
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SECTION 4.B.I 
Provide the schedule of upcoming meetings for the group for a period of at least six months. 

The Baker County Board of County Commissioners meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 
at 5:00pm. 

Tuesday, 19 September 2017 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 3 October 2017 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 17 October 2017 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 7 November 2017 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 21 November 2017 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 5 December 2017 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 19 December 2017 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 2 January 2018 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 15 January 2018 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 6 February 2018 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 20 February 2018 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 6 March 2018 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 20 March 2018 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 3 April 2018 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 17 April 2018 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 1 May 2018 at 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, 15 May 2018 at 5:00 PM 
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SECTION 4C 
 
Attached are minutes from the December 6, 2016 Baker County Board of County Commissioners 
Meeting electing Jimmy Anderson Chairman of the Board thereby giving Chairman Anderson all 
necessary authority to execute this proposal.  



BAKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES                          December 6, 2016 

The Baker County Board of Commissioners met in a scheduled meeting with the following members 

present:    

     Chairman, James G. Bennett     

     Commissioner, Bobby Steele 

     Commissioner, James Croft     

     Commissioner, Cathy Rhoden 

     Commissioner, Jimmy Anderson   

      

     

Also Present:    County Attorney, Rich Komando 

     Clerk, Stacie D. Harvey  

     County Manager, Kennie Downing 

     

Note: These meeting minutes are a summarized version of the actual discussions at the meeting. These are not 

verbatim transcripts. For a complete audio recording of the discussion please visit www.bakercountyfl.org/board or 

contact Sara Little at sara.little@bakercountyfl.org  

REGULAR MEETING 
Chairman Bennett welcomed everyone in attendance and called the meeting to order. Chairman 

Bennett led in the invocation and pledge.   

 

Chairman Bennett requested that item 10 under new business be moved to the first item on the 

agenda. Commissioner Jimmy Anderson moved to approve the regular agenda with the requested 

modification. Commissioner Bobby Steele seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.   

  

Chairman Bennett called for approval of the consent agenda which consisted of:  

 
1. Expense Report 

2. Minutes, November 15, 2016 – Regular Session 

3. Minutes, November 15, 2016 – Public Hearing 

4. Request to waive Ag Center Rental Fee 

 

Commissioner Jimmy Anderson moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Cathy 

Rhoden seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Chairman Bennett called for public comments.  

 

There were no public comments.  

 

Clerk to the Board, Stacie D. Harvey called for nominations for Chairman of the Board. 

Commissioner James Croft moved to nominate Commissioner Jimmy Anderson as Chairman to 

the Board. Commissioners James Bennett seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

http://www.bakercountyfl.org/board
mailto:sara.little@bakercountyfl.org
kennie.downing
Highlight
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MINUTES- Regular Session  

December 6, 2016 

 

 

Clerk to the Board, Stacie D. Harvey called for nominations for Vice-Chairman of the Board. 

Commissioner James Bennett moved to nominate Commissioner Bobby Steele as Vice-Chairman 

to the Board. Commissioner Cathy Rhoden seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Chairman James Bennett recognized the Baker County Historical Society. The Historical Society 

was recently recognized by the Northeast Florida Regional Council for their efforts on restoration 

to the Historic Jail. The Board thanked the members of the Historical Society for the work put in 

to restoring the old jail and seeking grants to fund those repairs.  

 

Chris Milton, Director of Community Development appeared before the Board to request that Mrs. 

Christy Linster be appointed to the Land Planning Agency as an alternate member. Commissioner 

James Croft moved to appoint Mrs. Linster to the LPA. Commissioner Bobby Steele seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Kennie Downing requested the Board authorize staff to issue a bid for updates to Fire Station 20. 

Mrs. Downing stated that the work requested was to extend one bay to house the fire truck that is 

assigned to that fire station. The truck is too large to be housed inside the facility and is currently 

parked on site and subject to inclement weather. Mrs. Downing stated that estimated costs were 

$15,000 to $20,000 and were budgeted. Commissioner Jimmy Anderson moved to approve the 

request.  Commissioner Bobby Steele seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Kennie Downing presented a request to piggy-back off the City of Jacksonville for the purchase 

of one ems unit. Mrs. Downing stated that this purchase would be grant funded. Commissioner 

Jimmy Anderson moved to approve the request. Commissioner Cathy Rhoden seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Kennie Downing presented a request to award the Grant Writing Services RFP to North Florida 

Professional Services. Mrs. Downing stated that proposals were received and reviewed by staff. 

North Florida Professional services ranked the highest of all received. Commissioner Jimmy 

Anderson moved to approve the request. Commissioner Cathy Rhoden seconded the motion. The 

motion carried unanimous.  

 

Kennie Downing presented the 2017 County Holiday calendar for approval. Mrs. Downing stated 

this calendar coincides with the Federal and Circuit Court Calendar and does not included any new 

holidays from prior years. Commissioner Jimmy Anderson moved to approve the 2017 Holiday 

Calendar. Commissioner Bobby Steele seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Kennie Downing presented the 2017 Commission liaison list. After a brief discussion it was 

determined that the following list would apply for 2017:  

 
 

kennie.downing
Highlight
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MINUTES- Regular Session  

December 6, 2016 
 

BOBBY STEELE     JAMES CROFT 

Chamber of Commerce     Public Safety Coordinating Council                           

St. Mary’s Shoals Park     St. Mary’s River Committee 

Community Action Agency                 New River Solid Waste 

Worksource      New River Library Co-Op 

 

JAMES BENNETT                JIMMY ANDERSON 

NEFRC                 NEFRC 

TPO/TRIP                Small County Coalition & Legislative Affairs 

N. Fl. Regional Trans. Comm.             BCDC 

Small Co. Coalition & Legislative Affairs           Transportation Disadvantaged   

NFEDP              Council on Aging 

             Recreation Advisory Board 

CATHY RHODEN 

Health Planning Council 

NEFSH 

New River Solid Waste 

Library/Library Co-Op 

 

Commissioner Jimmy Anderson moved to approve the 2017 liaison list. Commissioner Cathy 

Rhoden seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Kennie Downing presented the public official bond for Commissioner Cathy Rhoden and 

Commissioner Bobby Steele for approval. Commissioner James Croft moved to approve the bond. 

Commissioner Jimmy Anderson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Commissioner James Croft requested that the monthly stipend of $150.00 issued to Commissioners 

be removed as County policy and no longer offered. Commissioner Croft stated that currently no 

Commissioner is receiving the stipend but that it is still on the record as policy. Commissioner 

James Croft moved that the policy be removed and no longer offered to Commissioners. 

Commissioner Jimmy Anderson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Kennie Downing presented the pending business report as follows: 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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MINUTES- Regular Session  

December 6, 2016 

 

 

 
 

Kennie Downing presented an updated organizational chart that included the merger of the 

recreation and maintenance departments. Mrs. Downing stated that once approved this chart will 

be made available on the County website. Commissioner James Croft moved to approve the 

organization chart. Commissioner Jimmy Anderson seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimous.  

 

Rich Komando requested the Board extend the moratorium on mining given that the new mining 

Ordinances are still under review by the Commission. Mr. Komando stated that the current 

moratorium is set to expire on December 31, 2016. After a brief discussion the Board agreed to 

extend the moratorium for an additional six months. Commissioner Jimmy Anderson moved to 

approve the extension for a six month period. Commissioner James Croft seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimous.  

 

Meeting adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

_________________________________   ______________________________ 

Stacie D. Harvey, Clerk      Oliver J. Anderson, Chairman  

 

 

PENDING BUSINESS ITEM PRIORITY STATUS START DATE % COMPLETE COMMENTS

Courthouse HVAC conversion recommendation High In Progress 2/1/2014 75%
Will be presented at same time as new Courthouse MOU.  
Courthouse Meeting Jan 23rd

LDR Revisions High In Progress 05/06/2014 75%

Mining- Workshops continue prior to BOCC regular 
meetings. Additional LDR Revisions will be reviewed by 
the LPA. 

Shoals Park Timber Plan High In Progress 50% Estimated completion Dec 2016

Midpoint Parkway Design High In Progress 75% Updated plans are currently under review.  

Grant Writing RFP High In Progress 06/07/2016 100% Four proposals were received.  Under review.

Bee Keeping at Shoals Park Low In Progress 07/05/2016 0%
FCT approved beekeeping in Shoals Park, pending 
location of acceptable sites.

Olustee Park- electricity, parks equipment Normal In Progress 09/23/2016 0% Referred to Recreation Advisory Board 

Honor Box, Fees, Online pay at Shoals Park Normal In Progress 09/23/2016 0% Referred to Recreation Advisory Board 

Poles and Gate at Shoals Park Normal In Progress 11/01/2016 0%

Shoals Park, Phase 3 OHV trails grant High In Progress 09/23/2016 0% Awaiting "Notice to Proceed" from DEP 

Status of Jonesville Community Center Normal In Progress 11/15/2016 0%

Fire Marshal released building, but report is still 
pending.  Bldg will remain taped for safety until the 
repairs begin.  Community has funding and volunteers 
ready to start work.
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Midpoint Parkway
Public Meeting

June 6, 2017



Overall Project

Segment 1 Cost @ $2.253M
• Urban Section
• 1 Storm water system with pond
• Less R/W Width
• More Property Owners

Segment 2 Cost @ $3.856M
• Rural Section
• 3 Storm water ponds
• Greater R/W Width
• Single Property Owner

Segment 3 Cost @ $2.563M
• Rural Section
• 1 Storm water ponds
• Greater R/W Width
• Two Property Owners



Urban Typical Section

• 12’ Travel Lanes
• Bike Lane

• Curb and Gutters
• Storm Water Drainage Pipes



Baker Commons PUD

25’ Buffer between Property Line and Pond
Retention Pond
15 landscape outside Road R/W
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Midpoint Parkway Design Plans 

Cover Sheet 
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Midpoint Parkway  

Citizen Acquired & Donated ROW 
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Baker County Press News Articles 

Concerning the Design of 
Midpoint Parkway 
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A much-anticipated western 
loop for truckers to travel from 
US 90 just east of Macclenny 
directly to CR 228 at Interstate 
10, instead of driving through 
narrow downtown streets, 
could be under construction by 
this time in 2016.

The engineering and de-
sign work is expected to be-
gin within about four months 
and be completed by the end of 
2015 on what has been labeled 
the “Midpoint Parkway” in a 
joint agreement between Baker 

County and the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation.

County commissioners on 
April 15 authorized the execu-
tion of an agreement with DOT 
for a $650,000 grant to fund 
the project’s engineering and 
design.

The grant deal was sealed 
a couple of months ago by the 
project’s insertion as a “region-
ally significant project” in the 
Northeast Florida Transporta-
tion Planning Organization en-
compassing Jacksonville and 
surrounding counties, includ-
ing Baker.

The truck bypass route, a 
two-lane corridor, will extend 
from near the Walmart Distri-
bution Center on US 90 to the 
intersection at Barber Road in 
front of Walmart SuperCenter 
on CR 228 and I-10.

Macclenny and county offi-
cials have been pushing for the 
bypass for years to reduce the 

bakercountypress.com

Visit our website and vote each week in our online poll.

ONLINE POLL RESULTS
Who are you most likely 

to support in the District 4 
county commission race ?

70%	 Adam Giddens 
20%	 James Bennett
10%	 Undecided

BCHS’ Melody
Coggin touted
for support of
female athletics

See page 6

Cats vs. Stanton
for district crown
after 4-3 victory
over Kenny

See page 10

Suspect
begs cop
to place
him in jail

See page 5

Four candidates are in the 
race so far to replace Clerk 
of Courts Al Fraser, who an-
nounced two weeks 
ago he’s leaving of-
fice after 20 years and 
mid-way through his 
current term.

The list is expected 
to expand before the 
May 19 deadline to 
qualify by petition to 
be on the November 
ballot. The recently-in-
creased annual salary 
of $99,222 is likely to 
guarantee a crowded 
field.

Among the candi-
dates so far are two 
long-time deputy 
clerks already on Mr. 
Fraser’s 11-person 
staff.

The first to pick up 
papers at the election 
supervisor’s office was 
Stacie Harvey of Mac-
clenny, a 19-year vet-
eran deputy and the 
first replacement hired 
by Mr. Fraser shortly 
after he was elected.

The mother of 
three, including 
2-year-old twins, has 
been assigned to var-
ied departments in-
cluding child support, 
criminal traffic and a 
dozen years on both 
criminal felony and 
misdemeanors. She 
currently is deputy for 
family law, probate 
and guardianship.

The other deputy, 

Julie Combs of Sanderson, ini-
tially indicated she would not 
be a candidate but changed 

her mind.
The former county 

commissioner (2000-
2008) has been in a 
deputy job 11 years in 
two stages and is cur-
rently assigned to of-
ficial records. She has 
mainly worked in the 
county and circuit civil 
departments.

Ms. Combs is mar-
ried with three grown 
children.

Sally Register of 
Macclenny is the third 
hopeful and a political 
newcomer. Her experi-
ence spans 36 years in 
the customer service 
departments of the 
former Citizens Bank 
and Mercantile Bank, 
and she is currently 
employed at TD Bank 
in Macclenny.

Ms. Register, who 
also has bachelor’s 
degree in education, 
worked for one decade 
between bank posi-
tions for NEFCOM, 
the local phone com-
pany. She has two 
grown sons, and she 
and her husband have 
14 grandchildren be-
tween them.

Joey Johnson is 
the fourth candidate 
to pick up qualifying 
papers, but did not re-
spond this week to an 

Stacie Harvey

Julie Combs

See page 2

JON SHUMAKE
PRESS FEATURES  

jonshu@live.com

Growing up, Baxter resident 
John David Peterson was al-
ways fascinated with insects. 
Now, at 22, he’s turned that 
lifelong passion into a career 
as a beekeeper with the World 
Honey Market.

Mr. Peterson became inter-
ested in bees at a young age af-
ter seeing an episode of “The 
Magic School Bus” that focused 
on the insect. He was drawn to 
bees because they are the only 
insect that produces something 
edible and he re-watched the 
episode countless times.

“I annoyed the heck out 
of my parents for a VHS so I 
could record it,” Mr. Peterson 
said. “I annoyed them again 
by watching it over and over 
again. I was enthralled by it.”

The interest continued into 
middle school when he and 
his younger brother sold can-
dy at school to earn money to 
buy bee hives. They eventu-
ally saved up enough and Mr. 
Peterson was allowed to take 
a half-day off school in eighth 
grade to purchase the first four 
hives for $125 each.

Although only one of the 
four initial hives survived the 
first year, he wasn’t discour-
aged. Instead, he used it as a 
learning experience as he con-
tinued to grow as a beekeeper.

Through his dedication to 
the craft, his collection of colo-
nies has blossomed from the 
original four to the 500 that are 
spread across several bee yards 
near the Georgia Bend that 
make up his business.

“I was tenacious about it,” 
Mr. Peterson said. “I didn’t 
want it to whip me. It’s a dif-
ficult endeavor. I got an edu-
cation in agriculture from the 
school of hard knocks.”

The foundation for his cur-
rent business was laid dur-
ing high school when he was a 
member of the Future Farm-
ers of America. With the en-
couragement of his agriculture 
teacher Greg Johnson, Mr. 
Peterson won the FFA State 
Proficiency Award for Agro 
Entrepreneurship in 2010. He 
competed against other stu-
dents who specialized in cows, 
chickens and hogs with only 
one other entrant working with 
bees.

“Being No. 1 in the state is 

pretty big,” Mr. Peterson said. 
“It got me a lot of recognition.” 

He won more than $500 
with the FFA award, which he 
was determined to apply to his 
business.

Mr. Peterson conducted a 
series of trades and transac-
tions, including trading a mo-
torcycle for a piece of proper-
ty in Waycross, Ga., to get the 
money to start World Honey 
Market.

Now, his business has grown 
and he produced more than 
29,000 pounds of honey in 
2013 and he plans to produce 
even more this year. His honey 
can be found in Smart Market 
and Hagan Ace Hardware in 
Macclenny and all Ace Hard-

Photo by Keri Jarvis

Lady Wildcats are ‘four-peat’ district champs
(Back row, l-r) Ashley Houston, Vanessa Roberts, Kylie Holton, Kylee Canaday, Hayleigh Mulkey, Genie Taylor, Mackenzie Wingard, Delicia Washington, Callie Paine, Payton 
Parker, Franklin Griffis, John Holton, (front) Branda Jarvis, Jennifer Hodges, Ashton Alford, Macy Jackson, Corley Sweat, Madison Kennedy, Brandie Callway and Kellie Lawler. 
See page 11 for full coverage.

Photos by Jon Shumake

World Honey Market produced 29,000 pounds of honey in 2013.

John David Peterson
THE ENTREPRENEUR

See page 2

Tenacity is paying off for beekeeper
Parlayed his
passion for
insects into
an enterprise

Two deputies jump
in court clerk race
Field numbers four so far

‘Midpoint Parkway’
design plan signed 

See page 4

Sally Register
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BAKER COUNTY COMMISSION

Woodlawn Kennels
Quality Professional Care

GROOMING   259-4757 BOARDING

Private • Spacious • Indoor/Outdoor Runs
Complete Bath, De-flea & Groom  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $20-$25
Bath, De-flea & Nails Clip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10-$15
Boarding (per actual day) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5-$10

Treatment rooms are private and confi dential.

Who needs dental insurance?

www.macclennydentalclub.com

653-3333 • 571 S. 6th Street
Derrick Carter, D.M.D.

WE HAVE A BETTER PLAN!

MacclennyDentalSmileClub.com
3 plans to fi t your needs, ALL with NO annual limits,

NO waiting period, NO deductible, NO exclusions,
NO missing tooth clause, NO calendar year max,

NO waiting to verify coverage and
NEVER see an increase in your monthly cost

volume of heavy truck traffic, 
including 18-wheelers serving 
Walmart, at the crowded inter-
sections of US 90 at SR 121 and 
SR 228.

Numerous repairs have been 
required to fix damaged curbs 
run over by the big rigs that 
routinely travel from Interstate 
10 through Macclenny’s com-
mercial core to reach the dis-
tribution center.

In addition to easing local 
traffic congestion, the Mid-
point Parkway will open up op-
portunities for economic de-
velopment and the creation of 
hundreds of new jobs on more 
than 700 acres of woodland 
that have been bypassed by 
developers.

The grant money will come 
from the state’s Transportation 
Regional Incentive Program, 
referred to simply as “TRIP.” 
It is one of many grants the 
state will be awarding totaling 
$5.7 million throughout DOT’s 
18-county District 2.

Ordinarily, local participat-
ing governments are required 
to fund half the cost of such 
grants but Baker County was 
granted a Rural Economic De-
velopment Initiative waiver. 
Local officials have said the 
county could not afford to fund 
$325,000 for its share of the 
grant.

The funding agreement was 
presented to the county com-
mission last week by James 
Bennett, DOT’s urban trans-
portation development manag-
er in Jacksonville.

While roads and highways 
remain DOT’s primary trans-
portation concerns, Mr. Ben-
nett noted that spinoff benefits 
from TRIP grants expand the 
scope.

“TRIP is an economic de-
velopment program,” said Mr. 
Bennett, a Baker County na-
tive who recently announced 
his candidacy this year for the 
seat now held by Commissioner 
Adam Giddens.

The county will be respon-
sible for obtaining right-of-way 
for the route and hiring a con-
tractor to conduct the design 

work. Because raw land in the 
proposed corridor will become 
accessible to developers, Mr. 
Bennett said he “would expect” 
those land owners to donate 
some or all of the land neces-
sary to build the road.

The area, which is served 
by a CSX rail line that runs 
east and west in front of the 
Walmart warehouse, is viewed 
as prime land for an industri-
al park and major employment 
center.

After the engineering and 
design is completed the coun-
ty can apply for construction 
funds from TRIP, or other 
grant programs available for 
economic development in rural 
counties, Mr. Bennett said.

I n  ot her  bu s i ne s s 
commissioners:

• Reviewed a list of county-
owned properties prepared by 
County Manager C.J. Thomp-
son at the request of Commis-
sioner James Croft, who said he 
wanted the information to see 
if the county had any surplus 
property that could be sold to 
help balance the budget.

The list contained 75 sepa-
rate parcels totaling 2,987.49 
acres, including 2,631.49 acres 
at St. Mary’s River Shoals Park. 
The lengthy list makes it seem 
as though the county owns a 

lot of land, the county man-
ager said, “but it includes ev-
ery right-of-way and ditch the 
county owns.”

The number of properties 
also appear to be more numer-
ous than they actually are, he 
said, because many separate 
parcels make up one single en-
tity, such as Shoals Park, which 
comprises 13 individual par-
cels on Odis Yarborough Road, 
Crews Road and CR 125 North.

The only piece of land the 
county owns that is “truly sur-
plus,” Mr. Thompson told com-
missioners, is a 20-acre parcel 
the county obtained with recre-
ational grant money a number 
of years ago on the north side 
of US 90 west of Glen St. Mary.

“It’s more valuable as tim-
berland than anything else,” 
he said, adding that after the 
county acquired the land for 
adult softball fields a survey 
showed it had “too much wet-
land” to be useful for recre-
ational purposes.

He said it’s possible the 
county could “try to do some 
horse trading” and exchange 
the property for a more suit-
able site somewhere else. But it 
won’t be easy, he said.

“We know there’s going to be 
limited interest in the property, 

given its location,” Mr. Thomp-
son said.

• Joined thousands of local 
governments nationwide in ap-
proving a proclamation endors-
ing a Congressional declaration 
of May 1 and the week of May 
11-17 National Law Enforce-
ment Memorial Day and Na-
tional Law Enforcement Week.

The proclamation notes that 
every 53 hours a law enforce-
ment officer is killed in the line 
of duty somewhere in the Unit-
ed States and 97 others are in-
jured performing their duties.

Baker County citizens are 
urged in the document to 
“make every effort to express 
their thanks to our men (pre-
sumably women cops as well) 
who make it possible for us to 
leave our homes and family in 
safety each day and to return 
to our homes knowing they 
are protected by men willing to 
sacrifice their lives if necessary 
to guard our loved ones, prop-
erty and government against 
all who would violate the law.”

• Proclaimed April Water 
Conservation Month and im-
plored all residents, businesses 
and schools to do their part to 
conserve the precious life-sus-
taining resource by practicing 
water saving measures.

From page 1

Midpoint Parkway: design plan signed

A Coffee County, GA man 
was seriously injured when he 
lost control of his northbound 
pickup truck on CR 125 near 
Cuyler late on April 17.

The Florida Highway Pa-
trol said the 2001 vehicle 
driven by San Kafouse, 44, of 
Broxton, GA entered the grass 
shoulder for unknown reasons 
and he lost control as it re-en-
tered the pavement. The truck 
rotated and overturned on the 
southbound shoulder and col-
lided with a tree.

Mr. Kafouse, who was not 
wearing a seat belt, was taken 
to UF Health Jacksonville. His 
wife and passenger Lisa Ann 
Harvey, 48, was wearing a seat 
belt and was not injured.

The accident occurred 
about 11:30 pm and charges 
are pending.

Corrections
The newspaper erred in 

its April 17 edition when it 
reported that Julie Driggers, 
44, of Jacksonville drew a 
five-year probation when she 
pleaded as a co-defendant to a 
rash of home burglaries in late 
2012 and early 2013.

Her probation period is 15 
years.

• The prior week, the news-
paper reported that Isanda 
Birriel-Garcia, 21, accused of 
having sex with a girl under 
16, was also wanted for armed 
robbery in Jacksonville. He 
was wanted for violating pro-
bation for armed robbery. 

MIKE ANDERSON
PRESS STAFF

Baker County’s Emergency Medical Ser-
vices department is on track to bring in a little 
more revenue than it did last year, partly due 
to new billing and collection procedures im-
plemented last year.

That was the good news delivered to coun-
ty commissioners during a workshop last 
week to review the department’s success at 
reducing bad debts generated by former pa-
tients who received services but never paid for 
them, or at least never paid the entire debt off.

However, while some progress has been 
made toward collecting on delinquent ac-
counts, commissioners learned during the in-
formal meeting on the afternoon of April 15 
there is plenty of room for improvement.

For example, expenditures still exceed rev-
enues, just not by quite as big a margin as in 
the past, according to a report presented by 
EMS director David Richardson, who super-
vises a crew of 18 full-time emergency rescue 
personnel and one office clerk.

“I know there have been concerns ex-
pressed about the costs of EMS,” Mr. Rich-
ardson told the board. “We had hoped to cut 
costs more this year. We tried buying bulk 
supplies at the start of the fiscal year to save 
money.”

He noted that expenditures during the first 
six months of the 2013-14 fiscal year, which 
began October 1, totaled $637,015 compared 
with $1,181,816 during the entire previous 
budget year.

On a more positive note, he pointed out 
that revenues during the first half of this fiscal 
year totaled $452,691, which is slightly more 
than half of the entire $888,169 collected dur-
ing 2012-13.

Hopefully, revenues will continue to in-
crease as collections procedures become 
more efficient, he said. However, there are 
no guarantees that the second half of the year 
will be any better than the first half.

“This fiscal year is better, so far, but we 
can’t predict what’s going to happen in the 
second half,” Mr. Richardson said.

One major mechanical breakdown of a 
rescue unit, for example, could add a huge ex-
pense to the EMS budget — money that was 
not anticipated and not budgeted.

“Those are just things we can’t control,” he 
said.

In addition to collecting past due bills, the 

department increased its charges for trans-
porting patients last year to boost revenue. 
That prompted a question from Commis-
sioner Adam Giddens, who wanted to know 
how the department calculates what its trip 
charges will be.

“We go the highest we can charge that’s ac-
ceptable by Medicare,” Mr. Richardson said. 
“Medicare is our main payer.”

The department is still experiencing dif-
ficulty collecting on Medicaid patients and 
many with private insurance plans or no in-
surance at all, he said. Why is that? Commis-
sion Chairman Jimmy Anderson asked.

Sometimes it’s because claims were denied 
based on insufficient information and the 

claims must be reprocessed multiple times, 
Mr. Richardson said, adding that other times 
federal Medicaid bureaucrats deny a claim 
because “they didn’t think rescue was neces-
sary.”

When a 911 call comes in and a rescue unit 
responds, the patient, who might be an acci-
dent victim or someone who simply doesn’t 
feel well, cannot be told they don’t need EMS, 
Mr. Richardson said, because the depart-
ment’s responsibility is to care for the patient 
and worry about being paid later.

With some of the denied Medicaid claims 
he said the county can appeal and, hopefully, 
get paid eventually, but “some times we never 
get paid.”

For the past several years the county has 
faced a budget deficit that required dipping 
into emergency reserve funds, much of which 
has been caused by the imbalance between 
revenues and expenditures in EMS.

According to data presented by Mr. Rich-
ardson, the department’s deficit is much 
greater on charges for medical services than it 
is on charges for transporting patients to the 
hospital.

In 2012-13, EMS collected $419,402 in 

transportation charges versus $343,837 in 
expenditures, leaving a surplus of $75,566. 
But revenue for medical services that year 
totaled only $468,767 and cost taxpayers 
$837,979, for a loss of $369,212.

As of March 31 this year, halfway through 
the present fiscal year budget, the depart-
ment reported $452,691 in total revenue and 
expenditures of $637,015.51, leaving a deficit 
of $184,324.51.

By comparison, in 2012-13 the EMS de-
partment received $888,169 in total revenue 
and spent $1,181,816.70, which left a gaping 
$293,647.70 hole to be filled with general rev-
enue funds.

A Texas collections agency hired last fall 
was given a number of old debts to start work-
ing on in December “to hopefully gain other-
wise lost revenue,” Mr. Richardson told com-
missioners.

But costs also have spiraled upward in the 
past year, primarily due to increased employ-
ee insurance premiums, increased contribu-
tions for employee retirement plans and high-
er fuel costs to run the fleet of rescue units.

“Expenditures based on uncontrollable 
increases have had a negative effect budget 
wise, but hopes are they will level off as reve-
nue is expected to continue an upward trend,” 
Mr. Richardson said.

He and County Manager C.J. Thompson 
suggested giving the collections firm more 
time to prove hiring the company was a good 
idea.

“Their incentive is to collect the maximum 
amount of revenue because they don’t get paid 
anything unless they collect,” Mr. Thompson 
said. “They get five cents on the dollar for ev-
ery dollar they collect for the county. We want 
to pay them more money because that means 
we‘re getting more revenue.”

Not only do the collection agents go after 
individual patients, but they also continue ef-
forts to collect from Medicaid and private in-
surers.

Commissioners thanked Mr. Richardson 
and the county manager for the presentation, 
which they said was helpful in giving them a 
clearer picture of the EMS finances and the 
job the collections agency is doing.

“I just want to make sure they are effective 
and this is working,” said Commissioner Gid-
dens, who had called for the workshop.

“There’s definitely an improvement. Our 
revenue shows they are doing a good job,” Mr. 
Richardson said.

EMS still in the hole, but less so

This fiscal year is better, 
so far, but we can’t predict 
what’s going to happen in 
the second half.

–David Richardson
Baker County EMS Director

Injured
as truck
overturns

Disabled
pickup is
stolen on
SR 121 S.

A High Springs, FL man 
whose pickup broke down on 
SR 121 south of Macclenny 
late on April 16 called the 
sheriff’s department the next 
day when his insurance com-
pany informed him the vehicle 
was gone when a tow truck 
was sent to retrieve it.

Stephen White told Deputy 
Jacob Satterwhite he left the 
keys to the unlocked 2006 
GMC truck in the console 
about 10:30 that evening near 
Sapp Rd.

A check with the Florida 
Highway Patrol confirmed it 
had not authorized the truck 
to be removed, and it was en-
tered into the crime computer 
bank as stolen.

In another theft involving 
a vehicle, Daniel Schmehl of 
Macclenny returned to his 
2003 Ford pickup about 10:30 
the night of April 19 to find 
that a $295 chain saw had 
been removed from the truck 
bed.

Deputy Michael Antonini 
noted the vehicle was parked 
across from Mr. Schmehl’s 
residence on E. Boulevard 
North at the time.

Benefit For Amarely Garcia-Diaz

NOTICE: The Loyal Order of Moose is a private organization. All activities and events referred to are available to 
members in good standing and their qualified guests only.

The Macclenny Moose Lodge is having a benefit for Amarely Garcia-
Diaz, Amarely is a precious five month old who was diagnosed with stage 
4 neuroblastoma. The benefit goes to help the family with the increased 
medical expenses, food, gas, etc.

For information call Annette Barton 626-3173 or Candy Smith 507-1455.

Saturday, April 26 4 11 am - 6 pm
Concessions • Raffles • Bouncy Houses • Entertainment

GRILLED CHICKEN DINNERS FOR SALE

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS 
Meetings Monday & Friday at 

8 pm
209 Macclenny Ave.

Call Wanda 904-994-7750
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Visit our website and vote each week in our online poll.

How should’ve 
the county 

budget been 
trimmed?

27%  Board of county commissioners 

27%  Sheriff’s office

19%  All of the above

11%  Building, planning, zoning, &
code enforcement

40%  Cut employees/services
31%  All of the above
16%  Raise taxes
13%  Cash reserves

Plan
hatched 
to make
meth in
Georgia

See page 6

BAKER COUNTY 
COMMISSION

Turned her childhood pain 
into passion for animals              
See page 11 Swim posts top 3 finishes in loss� See page 18

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR  

reporter@bakercountypress.com

For at least the last two 
years, the Baker County Com-
mission has been getting a 
steep discount for the housing 
and care of local inmates at the 
county jail.

Not only has the owner of 
the jail, the Baker Correctional 
Development Corporation, or 
BCDC, been giving the county 
a small discount for prepaying 
the bill for county prisoners, 
but the base amount the county 
has been doling out for each of 
its inmates for each day they’re 
locked up, the so-called “daily 
rate,” has also been significant-
ly less than the actual costs be-
ing born by the corporation, an 

MIKE ANDERSON
PRESS STAFF

Consolidated Design Profes-
sionals, a Tallahassee-based 
engineering firm with offices 
throughout the Southeastern 
United States, has been select-
ed to design a new road east of 
Macclenny that will open up 
woodlands for future indus-
trial/commercial development 
and provide an alternative 
truck route between Interstate 
10 and U.S. 90.

With final plans due by mid-
October 2015, the long-awaited 
and greatly-anticipated eastern 

bypass, labeled the Midpoint 
Parkway, could be well under 
construction in 2016 at an esti-
mated cost of around $10 mil-
lion.

Consolidated Design Pro-
fessionals, or CDP, was the 
unanimous choice of the Baker 
County Commission at a board 
meeting on September 16 after 
receiving the endorsement of 
County Manager C.J. Thomp-
son over eight other engineer-
ing firms vying for the contract.

Mr. Thompson said that he, 
County Planner Ed Preston and 
Robert Fletcher, the county’s 
road and bridge supervisor, 
had reviewed all proposals and 
evaluated each firm on numer-
ous criteria, including experi-
ence, qualifications, ability to 
meet contract schedule and fa-
miliarity with preparing proj-
ects for Florida Department of 
Transportation.

“Of the nine respondents,” 
the county manager said, “only 
one firm was ranked in the top 
three by each scorer and was 

Time Period Total Expenses ÷ Average Daily
Population ÷ Number of

Days = Real Daily Cost

December
2012
thru

September 
2013

$10,600,710 386 304 $90.52
October

2013
thru

July 2014
$11,995,793 425 304 $92.85

July 2013
(One month with 
the lowest average 
population since 
February 2010)

$1,049,379 303 31 $111.72
Source: Baker Correctional Development Corporation � nancial statements

31

See page 7

See page 4

JOEL ADDINGTON | MANAGING EDITOR  
reporter@bakercountypress.com

The county fair will start its 2014 run on Friday 
with more midway rides, new activities and some 
new music performers.

Cathy Rhoden of the Baker County Fair Asso-
ciation said last year the midway vendor, Premium 
Concessions of Hubbard, OH, was brought in on 
short notice when the previous vendor opted not 
to renew its contract with the association and had 

only half its rides in place for the 2013 event.
This year, she says, there will be 20 midway 

rides plus two new attractions — helicopter rides 
and laser tag games every night of the 10-day fair 
run.

The laser tag vendor is Red Dragon Laser Tag of 
Hamersville, OH.

“They contacted us about coming,” said Mrs. 
Rhoden said of the laser tag and helicopter ven-

Purchase this photo at www.bakercountypress.com� Photo by Jim McGauley
State fair ride inspector John Galean gives the once-over inspection of a kiddie ride at the fairgrounds.

The preschool’s Penny Combs (right) and her husband Clayton Combs put 
finishing touches on the school’s fair booth Monday.    Photo by Joel Addington

Capitol
engineers
to design
90 bypass

With new attractions

The

FAIR
is here

Inmate costs exceed BCDC’s ‘daily rate’ 
Officials:
feds drive
rate, not us

See page 2

Of the nine respondents 
only one firm was ranked 
in the top three by each 
scorer and was the 
number one overall.

–County Manager 
C.J. Thompson
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CIRCUIT COURT

Woodlawn Kennels
Quality Professional Care

GROOMING   259-4757 BOARDING

Private • Spacious • Indoor/Outdoor Runs
Complete Bath, De-flea & Groom  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $20-$25
Bath, De-flea & Nails Clip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10-$15
Boarding (per actual day) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5-$10

COUNTRY FEDERAL
C R E D I T  U N I O N

602 S. Sixth Street,  Macclenny • 259-6702
100 S. Lima Street, Baldwin • 266-1041

BANK ONLINE 24/7
www.countryfcu.com

48 month

1.85% APR 1.87% APY

60 month

2.10% APR 2.12% APY

$500 minimum deposit

September offers

Spectacular
CD Rates

PERSONAL
• Seventh generation Floridian and lifelong resident of  

Baker County
• Widower of  Kimberly S. Brannan, longtime Baker County 

School teacher and Principal of  Westside Elementary
• Son, Chase Brannan, current Florida College System 

Student 
• Son of  Robert C., Jr. and Shirley M. Brannan of  

Macclenny

EDUCATION
• Bachelor of  Arts in Criminal Justice - University of  

Florida
President’s Award for Outstanding Contributions to the 
University of  Florida
Justice of  Student Traffi  c Court - Twice awarded for 
outstanding service to the court
Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity 
Inter-fraternity Council Greek Week Staff  
Block and Bridle Club - Southeastern U.S. President 
Intercollegiate Livestock Judging Team

• Associate of  Arts - Lake City Community College
Magna Cum Laude
Phi Theta Kappa
President’s and Dean’s List

• Florida Police Standards
Graduate Diploma (360 hours) - First in class
Over 1700 continuing education hours in the criminal 
justice system

• Northeast Florida Regional Leadership Academy
Graduate - Inaugural Class

I’ve worked hard my entire life.  I was raised on a farm 
where our family cared for a 25,000 poultry layer oper-
ation, a small herd of  cattle, and hay and corn crops.  I 
also worked in my father’s store where we sold grocer-
ies, gas, and farm supplies.  I worked summers in road 
construction on a lime-rock crew during high school and 
college.  These jobs taught me the value of  labor and 
helped to pay for my criminal justice education at Lake 
City Community College and later the University of  
Florida.  At the University of  Florida, I was elected by 
the student body to serve as Justice of  the Student Traffi  c 
Court where I heard and helped resolve student appeals 
on traffi  c citations written by University Police.  This was 
my fi rst exposure to a court system. I was later selected 
by the University Chief  of  Police to serve as the student 
liaison between Student Traffi  c Court and University 
Police to further resolve student traffi  c issues on campus.  
I was also active on campus in my fraternity and in sev-
eral student organizations while maintaining my studies.  
Throughout my life, I have always drawn upon my early 
education, student government, and campus court-relat-
ed experiences to help me in my later law enforcement 
and county, state, and federal court-related career.  Your 
vote and support will allow me to continue to put my 
education and experience to work for you as your next 
Clerk of  Courts.

“PREPARED TO BE YOUR 
NEXT CLERK OF COURTS”

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Chuck Brannan, 
Republican, for Clerk of  Court.

ALL-SAFE MINI STORAGE
190 S. Lowder St. | Macclenny | www.all-safeministorage.com | allsafe@hkincorporated.com

Climate Control Available!
5'x10' • 10'x10' • 10'x15'

10'x20' • 10'x30'

U-Hauls Available
& Storage Buildings 

Available!

259-3565

ECONOMY SPECIAL!  ECONOMY SPECIAL!  ECONOMY SPECIAL!

50% OFF
STORAGE FOR THE FIRST 2 MONTHS

Starting at only

$2450
per 
month

the number one overall re-
spondent when the scores were 
combined. Based on that, it is 
staff’s recommendation that 
Baker County enter into nego-
tiation with Consolidated De-
sign Professionals.”

Midpoint Parkway, so 
named because of its location 
between I-75 in Lake City and 
I-95 in Jacksonville, will begin 
on SR 228 at the Barber Road 
intersection in front of the 
Walmart SuperCenter.

It will extend through hun-
dreds of acres of undeveloped 
property in two parcels owned 
by William Barber and the 
Knabb family, ending at U.S. 
90 in front of the Walmart Dis-
tribution Center.

Mr. Thompson said all nine 
of the responding firms were 
capable of performing the 
work, but that the review com-
mittee favored CDP partly be-
cause “they have done work for 
LaBuena Farms in the past.”

LaBuena Farms Inc., the 
Knabb family’s Macclenny-
based real estate corporation, 
owns roughly 750 acres in the 
vicinity of the proposed truck 
route where plans to build a 
massive industrial park failed 
to materialize in the wake of the 
economic recession.

The new truck bypass route 
is expected to renew interest 
in developing the area, accord-
ing to CDP’s project proposal, 
which stated:

“Midpoint Parkway is des-
tined to be a catalyst for eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment within Baker County. 
Midpoint Business Park has 
an opportunity to provide over 
4,100 jobs ... The strategic loca-
tion ... gives industrial users ac-
cess to major travel routes and 
railroad service to users that 
will find this a valuable location 
for their operations.”

The project also will open 
up an area designated for res-
idential development, called 
the Baker Commons subdivi-
sion, between SR 228 and the 
Knabb property. Baker Com-
mons, owned by William Bar-

ber, has been approved but no 
construction has started.

Alleviating heavy truck traf-
fic and congestion in down-
town Macclenny also is a major 
goal of the project.

“The new route will allow 
the majority of truck traffic 
along U.S. 90 to have an alter-
nate route to I-10,” the CDP 
proposal said. “The city has ex-
perienced an increase in truck 
traffic that is generated by the 
Walmart Distribution Center. 
The center can have as many as 
100 trucks per day.

“The city has experienced 
a number of accidents and in 
some cases actual building 
damage from truck collisions 
that have occurred on the cur-
rent truck route through town.”

Plans for the Midpoint Park-
way call for a three-lane road-
way: two lanes each 12 feet 
wide and a center lane 14 feet 
in width to allow for the wider 
turning movements required 
by 18-wheelers.

Right-of-way needs include 
a corridor 120 feet wide along 
the entire 3.3 mile length of 
Midpoint Parkway, as well as 
additional lands for at least two 
retention ponds, utility ease-
ments and a “flyover” bridge 
across U.S. 90 and the CSX 
railroad tracks in front of the 
Walmart Distribution Center.

“Ramps will be added along 
the north side of U.S. 90 to ac-
cess the roadway which will re-
quire additional right-of-way,” 
the CDP proposal states.

Local officials are optimis-
tic that the future development 
potential along the new corri-
dor could provide hundreds of 
new jobs, as well as opportuni-
ties for the City of Macclenny to 
cash in by extending water and 
sewer utilities to the site.

“There are multiple aspects 
to the benefits,” City Manag-
er Phil Rhoden said Monday. 
“The biggest benefit, without 
a doubt, will be commercial 
growth. Secondary to that will 
be the rerouting of truck traf-
fic, which is problematic to us 
at (U.S.) 90 and (SR) 121 and 
(SR) 228.”

Large trucks making 90-de-
gree turns at those intersec-
tions have damaged sidewalks 
and at least one traffic signal 
control box owned by the Flori-
da DOT, Mr. Rhoden said.

Usually, the cracked side-
walks go unrepaired because 
nobody reports the incident, 

he said. But a truck that struck 
a signal control box one day at 
the corner of SR 228 and U.S. 
90 was witnessed by a business 
owner and the driver’s insur-
ance company had to pay for 
repairs.

County commissioners en-
tered into an agreement with 
the Florida Department of 
Transportation in April for a 
$650,000 grant to fund engi-
neering and design work on 
the project, which has been de-
clared a “regionally significant 
project” by the Northeast Flor-
ida Transportation Planning 
Organization.

The grant was awarded by 
DOT’s Transportation Region-
al Incentive Program, or TRIP, 
which ordinarily requires local 
governments to help fund the 
project. But Baker County re-
ceived a Rural Economic De-
velopment Initiative waiver.

From page 1

Midpoint Parkway: design firm selected

Man resisted eviction from City Park

A Sanderson man with a 
previous criminal record of 
both felonies and misdemean-
ors was sent to prison for 30 
months after pleading 
to charges connected 
to the sale of crack co-
caine to confidential 
buyers working for the 
sheriff’s department.

Chester Ray Had-
ley, 26, was allowed 
to enter his no contest 
pleas to sale and pos-
session of cocaine and 
the state attorney’s of-
fice dropped the more 
serious level originally 
charged because the 
activity took place within 1000 
feet of a church on Sanderson 
Circle. The state also dropped 
a count of sale of cocaine with 
intent to sell.

Court records indicate the 
defendant sold the crack for 
$40 after making arrange-

ments with the informants.
His criminal record in-

cludes a conviction for lewd 
and lascivious battery on a 

minor and failure to 
register an address 
change as a convicted 
sex offender. Other 
past offenses include 
sale and possession of 
controlled drugs, pos-
session of marijuana 
and leaving the scene 
of an accident.

In other sentencings 
that day, the judge or-
dered Giovanni Penn, 
23, of Jacksonville to 

prison for two years 
less time served for possession 
of cocaine. He had originally 
been charged with the more 
serious trafficking in cocaine.

Mr. Penn sold 29 ounces of 
powder cocaine to a confiden-
tial informant in February of 
this year for $1260. His crimi-

nal past includes burglary, 
possession of paraphernalia 
and driver’s license violations.

The judge allowed 211 days 
off the sentence for time Mr. 
Penn has been in custody.

• William Mack Cordle, 50, 
of Macclenny was given a year 
and one week in prison after 
pleading no contest to pos-
session of chemicals used to 
manufacture meth. The state 
dropped a charge of marijua-
na possession.

Mr. Cordle has a criminal 
record dating back to the late 
1980s and convictions for of-
fenses ranging from burglary 
to resisting arrest and assaults 
on police, forgery and theft. 
Dozens of other charges in-
cluding aggravated battery, 
resisting, drug possession and 
others were dropped by pros-
ecutors.

• Lisa Harris was allowed 
to plead to a lesser charge of 

aggravated assault and will 
be in county jail ten months, 
followed by a similar term on 
probation. She originally was 
charged in the March, 2014 
case with aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon, battery 
and resisting arrest.

• Christopher Rountree 
pleaded no contest to falsely 
claiming ownership while 
pawning and will be on pro-
bation one year. Companion 
charges including dealing in 
stolen property and grand 
theft were dropped.

• Cleveland Mann will be 
on house arrest one year, fol-
lowed by a likened term on 
probation for a number of 
theft-related counts including 
trafficking in stolen property 
and possession of controlled 
drugs.

The judge also ordered him 
to obtain a GED diploma and 
a job.

Chester Hadley

Sex offender to prison for drug sales

JON SHUMAKE  
jonshu@live.com

A Macclenny man was arrested the night 
of September 19 for disorderly intoxication 
and resisting officers without violence after 
he became unruly with police when he was 
told the City Park was closed. He was pepper 
sprayed twice due to his behavior.

Corporal Koty Crews and Deputy Trey 
McCullough were performing a property 
check at the park when they noticed a man 
later identified as Matthew Thornton, 19, 
staggering on the sidewalk that enters the 
park. The suspect had an unsteady and 
unbalanced walking pattern as he entered 
the park about an hour after it closed. Dep. 
McCullough told him it was closed for the 
night, and Mr. Thornton responded by curs-
ing at the officer several times. 

The suspect then faced the deputy and 
shouted profanities at him while throwing 
his hands around as if attempting to start 
a fight. Dep. McCullough tried handcuffing 
Mr. Thornton, but he jerked away to free 
himself. Cpl. Crews then intervened and the 

two were able to restrain him.
The suspect continued to curse at and 

threaten the officers as he was placed in the 
patrol car. Mr. Thornton ignored multiple 
commands to stop beating his head on the 
glass of Dep. McCullough’s patrol car, which 
resulted in him being pepper sprayed.

Mr. Thornton repeatedly threatened the 
deputy while en route to county jail, and he 
was placed in a restraint chair after he con-
tinued to resist upon their arrival.

In a similar incident, a Macclenny wom-
an was arrested the afternoon of September 
15 for giving police a false name and on a 
Clay County warrant after police were called 
to the American Inn in reference to a distur-
bance.

The motel clerk told Deputy Robert 
Simpkins the two occupants of a room had 
failed to vacate it by check out time of 11 
a.m., and the deputy spoke with the wom-
en  about 12:30 p.m. as they were carrying 
items from the room. The first woman told 
the officer her name was Rita Larry and gave 
a birth date, as did the second woman. Both 
were reluctant to give their names and were 

in a hurried state to leave, according to the 
report.

The clerk informed the officer that Rita 
Larry was not the first woman’s name. Dep. 
Simpkins escorted her to his patrol car and 
told her he knew she provided him a false 
name. She gave the officer her actual name, 
Nicole Newton, 32. She was placed in the 
back of his patrol car due to her nervous be-
havior. The officer learned of Ms. Newton’s 
active warrant for violation of probation.

In another incident, a Middleburg man 
was arrested the early morning of Septem-
ber 21 for driving on a license that was sus-
pended seven times after he was pulled over 
for speeding. 

Dep. McCullough stopped Daniel For-
ster, 23, after catching him driving 13 miles-
per-hour faster than the posted speed limit 
of 30 mph on US 90. Mr. Forster told the 
officer he didn’t have a valid license due to 
previous suspensions. A check revealed his 
license had been suspended five times for 
failure to pay traffic fines and twice for fail-
ure to appear.

NARCOTICS  
ANONYMOUS
Meetings Tuesday at 6:30 - 7:45 pm
Baker County Health Department
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All the little birdies are leaving the nest.
I’ve been doing theatre productions since 

1983 in Baker County and directing since I 
was 22. That’s a long time. 

I’ve done over 200 shows and directed 
at seven different places over my career. 
So, you’d figure that I’d be used to most ev-
erything that happens theatre-wise by now. 
Nope. 

This summer, I’ve had 
something new and different 
happen and I just love it.

This summer 10 of my reg-
ular drama performers are 
working at other theatre com-
panies. I can’t tell you how 
much I love that.

Seven of them 
are at Florida Gate-
way in Beauty and 
the Beast. One is at 
Players by the Sea in 
American Idiot (see 
related story) and 
two are at Theatre 
Jacksonville in To 
Kill a Mockingbird.

That is so excit-
ing to Kelley, Sara 
Beth and me that 
these kids have the 
chance to perform 
on other stages 
with different di-
rectors. Kelley and I feel like proud grand-
parents.

It’s not the first time our kids have “gone 
abroad” to perform. We’ve been performing 
for years at FGC. Recently, several of our 
drama kids performed at FGC in Hairspray 
and Into the Woods. Maci McDuffie had a 
lead role at Theatre Jax in its production of 
Hairspray. This is the first time we’ve had 
that number of performers sprout wings 
and fly out of the nest. 

Somebody asked me, maybe it was last 
year, whether it bothered me that they were 
performing with other directors at other 
places. I had to laugh at that; it never oc-
curred to me to be bothered.

It’s not as if they are being held captive 
here with community control bracelets. I’d 
have to be a pretty arrogant or insecure di-
rector to think that performing with other 
directors on other stages would do anything 
except make them better performers when 
they came back to the BCHS/Baker County 
Community Theatre stage. 

I’m excited to see how much they’ve 
grown when they do come back.

I went Saturday to see seven current or 
former BCHS or BCCT performers in Beau-
ty. Some, like sophomore Jackson Helms, 
had large roles as Gaston and when (notice 
I didn’t say if) when you go see the show, 
you will love what he does with the role.

Others, like Caitlin Craw-
ford, Elizabeth Reagan, Kay-
lan Davis, Gregory Barrios, 
Tucker Kinghorn and Collin 
Crews have smaller roles, but 
do a remarkable job.

“We love Baker kids,” said 
Music Director Jackie Collins. 

“They come with 
such a positive at-
titude and work so 
hard. They are ready 
to do anything we 
ask them. I wish we 
could say that about 
everyone.”

The show is as-
sistant directed by 
BCHS drama alum-
ni, Josh Blackmon, 
whose wife Emily is 
the director. It runs 

this weekend at 
FGC and you owe 
it to yourself to go 
and see it. There 

are some very talented performers up on 
that stage and you won’t be disappointed. 
Take the kids. It’s Disney, after all.

Two of our younger performers, Caleb 
and Caitlyn Fennell secured the lead roles 
of Jem and Scout in To Kill a Mockingbird 
at Theatre Jacksonville. Both are home 
schooled but act in a lot of our plays and 
are veterans of drama camp. Caleb was 
Flick (the kid who gets his tongue stuck to 
the flagpole) in A Christmas Story and they 
have both been in Seussical and Shrek.

To get those kind of roles in a classic like 
that and on a stage like Theatre Jax is very 
exciting for us. It opens September 15 and 
runs through October 1.

So I have a full summer and fall of the-
atre going until we welcome these wonder-
ful performers back for Sara Beth Summers’ 
production of High School Musical, our 
season opener in late October.

Go out and see young Baker Countians 
trod the boards in summer theatre around 
the area. You won’t be disappointed.

We love to hear from 
our readers-

Email your letters or 
comments to

editor@bakercountypress.com

or go to 
www.bakercountypress.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

My Side of
the Matter

Robert Gerard

Dear Editor:
I spent some time on Independence Day wondering just 

how American healthcare lost its way. Our politicians are 
positioning themselves again to be our saviors from ridic-
ulous costs.

Hmmm.
I thought the last law (ACA) promised to do that. Our 

ever-caring friends in Washington have back-channeled 
billions of tax dollars to insurance companies, but alas, the 
math still doesn’t work. The fact that they can even speak 
about these “subsidies” with a straight face is astounding to 
me. This shell game is blatantly dishonest, and should not 
be part of what our government does.

When a product or service becomes too pricey, consum-
ers will buy less of it. This stubborn economic principle will 
only be bucked by monopoly or government edict. We now 
have both, and somehow most of our leaders can’t see this. 
Competition is the only thing that will ever break this cy-
cle. The fuzzy paternal benevolence being discussed now 
should be rejected out of hand.

Minute Clinics and immediate care facilities have al-
ready broken through the “white wall” of the medical in-
dustrial complex. Even insurers have embraced them due 
to lower costs. Why not build on those principles and start 
erecting a new business model to compete with the en-
trenched system. This alone will move the needle.

I believe a new generation of doctors and administrators 
could be attracted, and I’ll bet they are as tired of being 
kicked around by the government and insurers as we are. 
Some practices have already become “direct care” oriented, 
and the value of such a provider in a small community can-
not be overstated.

Presidents and Congress should keep our country safe 
and protect our freedoms at every turn. Support the growth 
of competition, and the expanding “direct care” concept in 
healthcare. Crawl out of bed with the medical industrial 
complex, insurers and lobbyists. The founders of this great-
est of nations would flip if they saw what you are trying to 
do.

Less government, please, not more. Let healthcare free-
dom ring!

Dave Kensey
Taylor

Dear Editor:
The latest edition of The Press included an article stating 

that one of our local county commissioners is promoting 
the plan of a five-cent per gallon gas tax. He’s quoted saying 
“the only ones paying it are the ones driving” as though that 
makes it the fairest approach for increasing revenue.

I believe that is flawed logic in attempting a “fair” re-
source for revenue. Though five cents per gallon seems 
small, that five cents per gallon is not equal from one house-
hold to another when certain households require more gas 
or are on limited budgets. A household with multiple in-
comes will likely feel the tax much less than the household 
with a low fixed income.

Those who live in town will likely feel the tax less than 
those who live on the vast back roads of this county and 
travel farther to get in town. Individuals who work in our 
county will likely feel it more than those who work out of 
the county who seek cheaper gas prices before coming back 
home to the county. Local businesses that offer services re-
quiring traveling to homes or businesses in our county will 
feel it and, no doubt, have to pass those extra costs on to 
consumers here. Individuals doing volunteer work requir-
ing driving will be adversely affected. 

I’m glad the owner of the Journey store gave his opin-
ion about travelers avoiding the exits due to higher gas 
prices if this happens. My husband travels to many jobs in 
the southeast and he avoids certain exits known for having 
higher fuel prices too.

That’s not uncommon among travelers who stop where 
there’s a welcome mat out in the sense of fuel prices and 
when they stop, they eat, they shop, and sometimes they 
stay for a bit. But if they pass on by, because of high fuel 
prices, our local businesses will not see those customers.

What was really ironic about the paper last week is that 
the idea of a gas increase was being promoted on page five 
while the plans for a “high-end” RV park were being pro-
moted on the front page. The RV park sounds great, but I 
imagine they will fill up those large gas tanks before they 
get here if our county is known for higher fuel prices. I hope 
that the silence from the other commissioners on this sub-
ject matter means they are looking for alternative methods 
of increasing revenue.

Angel Rhoden
Cuyler

Dear Editor:
The afternoon of July 

15, my wife and I and two 
friends traveled on 121 S 
and had just gotten into 
Union County. As some 
may know, they just fin-
ished repaving in Union 
County and put “aware-
ness bumps” on the edge 
and middle of the road. 
I want to thank Union 
County and/or the State 
of Florida for having done 
so. I believe with all my 
being, those “awareness 
bumps” saved our lives. 

I was driving the speed 
limit with a car behind me 
riding my bumper when 
an oncoming car got about 
30-40 yards from us and 
started across the center 
line and thankfully when 
he hit the center bumps, 
he cut his wheels to the 
right and I cut mine to the 
right and we missed one 
another by inches.

Without the “aware-
ness bumps,” only the 
good Lord knows what 
would have happened. I 
believe the other driver 
was texting.

Herb Rodgers
Macclenny

Dear Editor:
For many years, Mac-

clenny has had to deal with 
trucks turning to and from 
Fifth and Sixth Street with-
out much room to maneu-
ver. Many times cars or 
trucks have to move back 
on those streets for those 
semis to make those sharp 
turns. Eventually a major 
accident will occur if the 
problem is not fixed, or 
even a death.

It has been proposed 
for the last two years 
with county commission-
er James Bennett at the 
helm to build a bypass to 
the Walmart Distribution 
Center that diverts trucks 
away from Macclenny. The 
total cost of the project is 
$7.2 million, but first the 
county must come up with 
$500,000 or the project 
will be considered dead. 
Midpoint Parkway plans to 
connect U.S. 90 to South 
Fifth Street (SR 228) near 
I-10 and the Walmart Su-
percenter, which will serve 
a three-fold purpose (ac-
cording to Commissioner 
Bennett). First, it will pro-
vide semi-tractor trailers 
a more direct route to the 
interstate. Second, it will 
reduce heavy traffic on 
narrow downtown streets. 
Third, it will spark com-
mercial, industrial and res-
idential developments.

We need the Midpoint 
Parkway now as if in the 
“Field of Dreams,” the say-
ing was “If you will build it, 
they will come.” If they do 
not build it, Baker County 
will remain the same and 
will never grow. I do like the 
“Mayberry” atmosphere, 
but a little bit of commer-

cial and industrial devel-
opment will bring jobs to 
our areas and maybe a few 
franchise restaurants that 
would have decided not 
to come here before. We 
do not want Baker County 
to be like Orange Park or 
Mandarin, but a little bit of 
growth would help us over-
all as a county.

Some considerations:
• Money needs to be 

funded for this project. As 
I understand it, it will be 
a three-phase project and 
the state will not dish out 
the money unless we do 
our part.

• Commissioner Ben-
nett is proposing a 5-cent 
sales tax on gas per gal-
lon. I do not really want to 
pay more, but if we want 
to bring revenue into the 
county, you must produce 
revenue. Say that 50,000 
vehicles (both county and 
from the interstate) filled 
up their vehicles with 20 
gallons of gas twice a week 
for a whole year, then that 
will be $520,000 in addi-
tional income that could be 
applied to the building of 
the Midpoint Parkway.

• Commercial, industrial 
and residential develop-
ment will add jobs to Baker 
County and bring new resi-
dents into our community. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have a 
Cracker Barrel (it has been 
discussed many times), a 
Texas Roadhouse, a Chick-
Fil-A, or even a Popeyes’ in 
Baker County? We only can 
do that if we have the reve-
nue to support it.

• Offer tax incentives for 
the first few years to bring 
these commercial busi-
nesses and restaurants in 
here and they might decide 
to take the chance.

• It has been said that 
businesses or franchise 
companies will not come to 
Baker County because we 
could not support the busi-
nesses. If they build close 
to the highway and the new 
proposed Midpoint Park-
way, then I believe it will be 
a win-win for all. 

• I am not complete-
ly for alcohol sales, but 
people are going to drink 
anyway. I do not believe if 
restaurants sold alcohol on 
Sundays that most of their 
sales will come from alco-
hol, but from food. Yes, we 
are a dry county, but peo-
ple are going to seek their 
vices no matter what it is if 
it is alcohol, drugs or any-
thing else. 

• If landowners as Com-
missioner Bennett sug-
gested will give up the 
land close to the highway 
to build part of the proj-
ect and once the project is 
completed, then it will be 
the highway to commer-
cial, industrial and resi-
dential development. More 
businesses, more economic 
growth, more jobs.

Should Baker County 
remain stagnant and not 
have growth? The choice 
is up to you. A little growth 
never hurt anybody, but 
large growth can strangle 
a community. Don’t you 
agree?

Robert Demers
Macclenny

Supports bypass
and gas tax hike

Disputes logic that
added gas tax is ‘fair’

Competing forces
key to health care

New road
bumps
save lives

Drama ‘birdies’ are leaving nest

Photo Courtesy of Joy Helms

Tucker Kinghorn, Joel Griffis, Gregory Barrios, Jackson 
Helms, Collin Crews, Kaylan Davis, Elizabeth Reagan.

Check it out...
bakercountypress.com
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Florida Job Growth Grant Fund 
Public Infrastructure Grant Proposal 

“MIDPOINT PARKWAY PROJECT” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes from August 1, 2017 detailing 
BOCC support and authority to commence 
with the submittal of applications on behalf 
of Baker County for the Florida Job Growth 

Grant Fund 
 



BAKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        August 1, 2017 

The Baker County Board of Commissioners met in a scheduled meeting with the following members 
present:    

     Chairman, Jimmy Anderson            
   Commissioner, James Croft           
 Commissioner, Cathy Rhoden 
     Commissioner, James G. Bennett   
 Commissioner, Bobby Steele 
      
     Also Present:     
 County Attorney, Rich Komando 
     Clerk, Stacie D. Harvey  
     County Manager, Kennie Downing 

    Note: These meeting minutes are a summarized version of the actual discussions at the meeting. These are not 
verbatim transcripts. For a complete audio recording of the discussion please visit www.bakercountyfl.org/board or 
contact Sara Little at sara.little@bakercountyfl.org  

REGULAR SESSION 
 
Chairman Anderson welcomed everyone in attendance and called the meeting to order. 
Commissioner Bobby Steele led in the invocation and pledge.   
 
Commissioner James Bennett moved to approve the regular agenda. Commissioner Cathy Rhoden 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous. 
 
Chairman Anderson requested approval of the consent agenda which consisted of: 
 

                                            1.  Expense Report 
           2.  Minutes- July 18, 2017 – Regular Session 
           3.  Minutes – July 18, 2017 – Public Hearing  
 

Commissioner Cathy Rhoden moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Bobby Steele 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  
 
Chairman Anderson called for public comment. There were no public comments.  
 
Kennie Downing presented a request to award the employee benefits as reviewed in the workshop 
earlier in the day (can be heard on audio file). Mrs. Downing stated that the insurance committee 
had reviewed and ranked the responses received and recommended two options to the Board. Both 
options were plans presented by Florida Blue, with similar offers to the current health coverage 
offered by United Healthcare. Options 32 and 33 came in with a 15.3% and 9.7% increase 
respectively. Commissioner Bobby Steele moved to select Option 33 with Florida Blue with a 
9.7% increase. Commissioner Cathy Rhoden seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimous.  
 
Megan Carter representing North Florida Professional Services presented two grant applications 
for consideration. Ms. Carter stated that the State will accept applications until the money runs out. 
The applications will be submitted for the construction of Midpoint Parkway and paving of 
Nursery Boulevard. Commissioner Bennett suggested the Board move forward with  
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the application but requested a few changes be made to the grant application first. The Board 
agreed to allow Commissioner Bennett change the language in the application given his 
background with road projects. Commissioner Bennett moved to approve applications with 
changes and allow the Chairman to sign. Commissioner Cathy Rhoden seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimous. Chairman Bennett moved to approve the task order associated with the 
grant application for Nursery Boulevard. Commissioner Bobby Steele seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimous. Commission Bennett moved to approve the task order associated with 
the grant application for Midpoint Parkway. Commissioner Cathy Rhoden seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimous.  
 
Kennie Downing recognized Alicia Lamborn, Interim Extension Director for an Achievement 
Award by the National Association of County Agriculture Agents.  The Achievement Award is 
awarded to Agents with less than 10 years of service in Cooperative Extension Service who have 
exhibited excellence in the field of professional Extension. The Board thanked Alicia for her hard 
work and efforts representing Baker County across the Nation.  

Kennie Downing gave a presentation of the new St. Mary’s Shoals Park website to the Board. The 
website allowed users to pay for park passes, access trail maps, view pictures and location 
information as well as many other options. The website will be officially open to the public in the 
next few weeks.  

Sieglinde Campbell, Acting Director of the Baker County Health Department, presented a request 
to sell the surplus dental bus that is no longer in use. Mrs. Campbell stated the intent would be to 
sell the bus to Duval County Health Department for $165,000. Those funds will then be used in 
the Baker County Health Department Dental Office. Commissioner James Bennett moved to 
approve the request. Commissioner Bobby Steele seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimous.  

Kennie Downing presented the pending business report as follows: 

 

PENDING	BUSINESS	ITEM PRIORITY	 STATUS	 START	DATE	 %	COMPLETE COMMENTS

Johnson Controls HVAC audit High In Progress 3/7/2017 100% BOCC to decide on proceeding with audit 8/1/17

LDR Revisions High In Progress 05/06/2014 75% LPA finishing biosolids report for August 2017 BOCC mtg.

Bee Keeping at Shoals Park Low In Progress 07/05/2016 75%
Staff is drafting policies in companion with draft 
beekeeping contract.  

Olustee Park‐ electricity, parks equipment Normal In Progress 09/23/2016 50%

RAB recommends any improvements be put on hold until 
the RAB can schedule a community meeting.

Honor Box, Fees, Online pay at Shoals Park Normal In Progress 09/23/2016 75%

Honor boxes are being installed, fee envelopes ordered 
on‐line pay website being developed.  Est completion of 
all: 2 weeks.

Poles and Gate at Shoals Park Normal In Progress 11/01/2016 75%
Gate and fence has been installed.  The FPL poles should 
be available in June.

Status of Jonesville Community Center Normal In Progress 11/15/2016 75%

Chairman Anderson is leading the rebuild efforts. 

Fire & EMS Department Vision committee Normal In Progress 02/07/2017 75% Meeting held on 7/25/17.

COA Senior Center/community center Normal In Progress 02/21/2017 0%
Setting up meeting with grantwriters to discuss grant 
funding.

Infrastructure funding for Transportation Normal New 07/18/2017 0% Meeting with Grantwriters 7/20/17

Tax Collector Roof High In Progress 07/06/2017 25% Contractors have been selected. Work begins soon. 
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Kennie Downing presented a review of the animal control fees. Mrs. Downing stated this was 
prompted by extreme backlash on social media towards Officer Georgia Monfort for a citation that 
was issued that the public felt was unfair. The Board thanked Mrs. Monfort for her efforts in 
complying with the fines and fees established by the Board. The Board also expressed that the 
public understand that Mrs. Monfort has been simply doing her job by enforcing the fines and fees 
that were established years ago. The Board agreed that the fines and fees should be reviewed since 
they have not changed in 17 years. The Board requested the newly formed Animal Advisory 
Committee take this as their first project and report back to the Board once a recommendation has 
been made.  

Chairman Anderson stated that he received a speaker card and would allow public comment again.  

Charles Lantz requested the Board look at the drainage ditch near his home located at 9138 Pinetop 
Road. Mr. Lantz stated that he believe the ditch has been filled in due to the increase in standing 
water on his property in recent months. The Board requested staff notify Robert Fletcher, Road 
Superintendent, and have him address the issue.  

Kennie Downing presented the tentative millage to the Board. Mrs. Downing explained the current 
millage is 7.2916 and the Board could set the tentative millage today at their desire. Chairman 
Anderson stated that the Board cannot exceed a millage rate higher than what is set today as a 
tentative millage rate. Commissioner James Bennett moved to approve the tentative millage rate 
at current, 7.2916 without any increase. Commissioner James Croft seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimous.  

Meeting adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________               __________________________________ 
Stacie D. Harvey, Clerk                                                      Oliver J. Anderson, Chairman  
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present:    
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     Commissioner, Bobby Steele 
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Absent:     County Attorney, Rich Komando  
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PUBLIC HEARING  
 
Chairman Anderson welcomed everyone in attendance and opened the public hearing. 
 
Kennie Downing presented Ordinance 2017-09 for final hearing. This Ordinance established rules 
and regulations for all County owned parks by approving Administration Policy 2017-01.  
 
Chairman Anderson called for public comment. Hearing none, Chairman Anderson closed the 
public hearing and reopened the regular session.  
 
Commissioner James Bennett moved to approve Ordinance 2017-09 and read by title. 
Commissioner Cathy Rhoden seconded the motion.  
 
Kennie Downing read Ordinance 2017-09 by title which states: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF BAKER COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 28 – PARKS AND RECREATION, 
SPECIFICALLY SECTION 28-1; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS, 
FEES AND ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING DIRECTION 
TO STAFF; PROVIDING DIRECTION TO THE CODIFIER; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
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Chairman Anderson called for any additional comments. Hearing none, the motion carried 
unanimous.  

Meeting adjourned.  

 

 

__________________________________                       ___________________________________ 
Staci D. Harvey, Clerk               Oliver J. Anderson, Chairman  

 

 
  
 




